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diversity consist lag of college graduates as sell as high 
school dropouts and people with educational backgrounds 
in between, many of shorn are unemployed. This cell had 
about 20 aaabers as of April 18, 1968. 

Source one continued that the leadership of 
Black Organising Project (BOP) rents with the executive 
board and the central committee. The executive board is 
comprised of four members front each of the five cells the 
Chairman being John Burrell Smith, sale Negro, currently a 
student at Osen Junior College and residing at 1644 Hanauer 
Apartment 2, Memphis. The secretary is Edsina Jeanetta Harrell 
a student at MSU, sho resides at 2418 Gentry, Memphis. The ' 

treasurer is James EJmor© Phillip/?, Jr., a resident of 1592 
bhort, sho is a senior student at LeMoyne College, Memphis 
The assistant treasurer is listed rs Palmer Gunter (Watson 
Palmer Gunter), sho is a painter and artist, and sho lives 
at 1749 Foster, Memphis, 

Source one advised that the central committee 
comprised of the Chairmen of tin* live cells and the 
Executive Secretary sho shall preside over the Committee 
sill actually be the governing body. Source one advised 
that the Executive Secretary is Charles Laverne Cabbage 
male Negro, a graduate of Morebmme College, Atlanta Georgia 
sho is currently staying part tim sith his mother at ' 

234 Ingle and sith his grandmother at 1924 Rile, Memphis. 

recently as April 26, 1968, a second source 
advised that actually since around July 1, 1967, Charles Laverne 
Cabbage, John Burrell Smith and Coby Vernon Smith, male Negro 
2_40 Brown Avenue and a student at Southwestern College, Memphis 
had been attempting to form a black power group in Memphis 
which they hope to develop as an affiliate of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), 

Source two advised tfvhi tbeir efforts continued 
throughout the Summer and Fall o( 1967 and early Winter of 
1968, and, according to source ino, they have had little 
success ir gaining acceptance in the Negro community of 
Memphis, Tennessee, although they have developed a limited 
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nuofber of followers at Memphis S'liie, Oven Junior College, 
and LeMoyne College and among of the high school 

dropouts. Source two stated thtl recently Coby Vernon 
Smith has appeared to have drawn away from this group 
and is not now believed to b*» formally connected with 
any branch or facet of BOP activities. 

COBY VERNON SMITH 

Coby Vernon Smith was one of the out-of-town 
attendees at the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 

National Plenum held at 873 IfToadwmy , New York, 

New York, June 2, 3, and 4, 1967, according to 
Information furnished by source tiuee on June 5, 1967. 



(The SWP has been design* ted by the Attorney 
General of the United Staf^Rj pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450.) 

As recently as April 26 , 1968, source two advised 
that throughout the Summer and Pall of 1967 Coby Vernon Smith 
and Charles Laverne Cabbage both bragged that they had connections 
with the SNCC in Atlanta, Georgia; that they wanted to bring 
black power advocates such as Stofcely Carmichael and H. Rap 
Brown, National Chairman of SNCC, to Mourphis, Tennessee; and 
that they planned to set up a SNCC "Fx<ft«'dom House" in Memphis. 
Source two advised that they stated that Memphis needed a 
good race riot and they would like to se<* Memphis turned upside 
down and burned. 

Source two pointed out, as mentioned above, that 
they have never gained any large following, although their 
intemperate and violence-prone statements had tended to 
frighten, not only a large o^ga^nt of the black community 
in Memphis, but a largo segment of the white community, 
particularly after some of th«J.r utterances were printed 
in the Memphis ••Press-Scimitar " and Commercial Appeal, tf 
both Memphis daily newspapers, 1‘n fome of the Summer, 1967, 

Issues, y" 
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On November 13, 1967, a I ourth source advised that 
as tearly as the Spring ol 1967 Calvin Leroy Taylor, then 
Junior at HSU, a male Negro, residing 347 West Waldorf and 
employed as a copy boy at tbo If"* phis "Commercial Appeal" 
newspaper , began talking up a SNCC movement in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and that also during the FalJ of 1967 Charles 
Cabbage claimed to have been active in the SNCC in Atlanta 
in 1966 and early 1967. Source njod thAt in October, 1967, 
Cabbage bragged th*t John BnurreM Smith and himself had 
recently gone to Atlanta to the SNCC headquarters. 

On November 8, 1967, source five advised that 
Charles Cabbage for several Bonth^ had been trying desperately 
to become a Negro leader and wanted to form his own black 
power group. Source stated that m his opinion, Cabbage was 
a bitter young man imbued with Ins idea of self importance 
and he has been frustrated in that he has heretofore been 
unable to get any adult backing or financial support. Source 
stated that Cabbage is vague as to hia actual plans, has 
denied that he has been formally alfiliated with the SNCC, 
but has admitted that he has sonri connections with the SNCC. 

Also on November 8, 19^7, source six advised that 
Charles Cabbage and John Burrell Smith had ostensibly gone 
to Atlanta, Georgia, over the weekend oi November 4, 1967, to 
seek SNCC support lor their bl*cf>. power group in Memphis. 

On November 9, 1967, source seven advised that Calvin 
Leroy Taylor, copy boy lor the "ComBftrci&l Appeal" newspaper, 
Memphis, has openly admitted being a SNCC member and black 
power advocate since as early as 1967 and has been wearing a 
Jacket with the name "Invaders" on the back thereof. 

On November 24, 1967, source eight advised that 
on November 22, 1967, Charlos Cabbage, along with James 
Elmore Phillips and other members of the group claiming 
to be BOP, claimed they needed moiaey with which to purchase 
guns and weapons to be used by them in "determining their 
own destiny." 
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On November 19, 19G7„ source nine advised that 
on Thursday, November 16, 1967, at a meeting of the Afro- 
AmerJcau Brotherhood ( AAB) at Oven, College, Memphis, 

Charles Cabbage led the discuss inn assisted by John Burrell 
Smith. Source stated that Oblige claimed that Negroes 
had to resort to violence and vrvjld continue to use 
violence. Cabbage implied that racial violence will 
occur in Menqphis in the near lutur^, claiming a racially 
desegregated and integrated society will not work as it 
mill always be dominated by thr white man. He lectured 
in detail as to how Molotov cocktails can be made from 
rags, gasoline and bottles. He claimed that Negroes would 
always be kept in slavery by the white power structure so 
long as the capitalist system existed in the United States, 
claiming it was geared to maintain the 6tatus quo which 
perpetuates racial segregation. He claimed that the black 
man's only salvation lies in the complete and unequivocal 
overthrow of the capitalistic system by any means, 

According to source nine, this aims purely and simply 
communistic teaching on the part of Cabbage. 

Source nine advised that Cabbage also discussed 
Vietnam, claiming that the Vietnamese who are Orientals 
arc somewhat related to the black man, end that when the 
Negro soldiers of the United States kill them, they are 
In effect killing their "brothers." Cabbage claimed 
that the Vietnamese war is not a battle of communism versus 
democracy as the United States leaders claim, but that 
the Vietnamese people are merely seeking to achieve their 
own destiny. 

On September 13, 1967, source ten advised that 
on September 12, 1967, Coby Vernon Smith at a private meeting 
contended, "We have to have black power." He emphasized that 
he mas organizing BOP which be claimed mas Black Organizing 
Power and that this was a name which he had picked but 
actually it was a subterfuge being controlled by the SNCC, 

He stated that SNCC gave him permission to use this name 
as Memphians were generally skeptical and afraid of the 
SNCC. ^ 
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j On December 8, 1967, u^urce a tx advised that 

Charles Cabbage and James MAcktv Booth, who he s&ld was \ 

* 86 If -admitted SNCC leader lro» Nashville, Tennessee, 
and who had been expelled Iroa 1 e-arveaaoo A and I University 
Nashville, because he tried to form a revolutionary move- 
ment along black power lines there during the SpriDg of 
1967, were in Memphis, Teni&ossen c ?.nd contacting leading 
college and business officials in the Negro community. 

He stated that both Booth and Cauhb»ge commented that 
they wanted to bring the Memphis black power movement 
out from the underground and tl.Al in order to do so they 
will need money, paper, printing supplies, telephones 
funds for travel, and a Post. Oi l fee box, and that as an 
alternative to this, they would use pressure and disruptive 
tactics which they refused to describe. Source six construed 
this to be a threat or extortion on their part in which 
they were attempting to scare the community. 



On December 16, 1967, an eleventh source advised 
that Cabbage lamented the i*ct th*t his following was 
still small, that his main problem was lack oi money, and 
that he might have to do something desperate to stir’the 
people and shock them into giving him financial support 
He did not elaborate. r 



On January 12, 1968, Dr. Jesse Parrish, Dean of 
Students, MSU, Advised that on January 11 1968 he was 

visited by Charles L. Cabbage, CJtlford Louis Taylor 
2507 Fontaine, Watson Palmer Gunter, all nonstudents’ and 
by Ronald L. Ivy, senior student at MSU, a male Negro. 

Dr. Parrish stated that Cabbage the spokesman and said 
he vnoted to organize a black ntudi'Dl movement on the MSU 
campus, that this group would model its activities alter 
the SiCC, and that this group in particular would follow 
and enunciate the teachings of SNCC Chairman H. Rap Brown 
and former SNCC Chairman Stoke) y Ormichael 



On February 15, 1968, Clifford Louis Taylor, 
male Negro, residing 2507 Font# ! e ■ Road, Memphis, advised 
represents! ives of the FBI that POP ii\ Memphis was headed 
by Charles Laverne Cabbage and John Burrell Smith. Taylor 
stated that BOP* 6 purpose was to teach the Negro black 
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identity, to uplift blacks, to inch Negro or black history , 
to improve black physical education and physical fitness, am 
to stimulate black codscIoubbu’iPj, particularly among black 
college students. Taylor stated that in his opinion Memphis 
was about to explode into a radii riot of some sort. He 
claimed that Charles Laverne 0.btw4ge, who he described as 
a recent graduate of Morehouse College, Atlanta, makes 
frequent trips to Atlanta to SNCC headquarters and in fact 
around the end of January, 1968, Cabbage attended a large 
SNCC and black power conference >» Atlanta, at which Ron 
Karenga, a black power leader oi Mte group known as "US" 
in Los Angeles, California, and Slokely Carmichael, former 
SNCC chairmfcn, were present, 

Taylor advised that on these trips to Atlanta 
Cabbage always brings multiple copies of the SNCC and related 
black power literature back to Memphis with him. Taylor 
admitted that when Cabbage and his former associate Coby 
Vernon Smith, now a Southwestern College student, came to 
Memphis in late June or July, 1967, that they made some 
intemperate statements, such ae„ V.en*phis needs a good riot 
and ehould burn. He said they did this to scare Memphians 
into realizing that inequities in the black community need 
correcting and that they really did not mean to start a 
riot or to burn the city. 

Taylor claimed that POP is affiliated as a fraternal 
group with the SNCC but is not formally a 231CC chapter in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

Taylor said that the "Invaders" is not a separate 
entity but that the word "Invaderm" is merely a name adopted 
by John Smith and Donnie Delaney, k recent Carver High 
School graduate, and basic followers of Charles Cabbage and 
BOP. He stated that a lot of young Negroes have put the 
letters "Invaders" on their Jackets as a symbol of their 
beliei in black power. 

On January 5, 1968, Charles L. Cabbage came to 
the Memphis Olfico of the FBI and volunteered to Special 
Agents thereof that during the Summer and Fall of 1967 he r 
had made statements to the effect that "Memphis should be J 
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burned M and that Memphis flhou?d have a good race riot," 

He stated that he did not neaiu these things literally but 
*as saying them in an effort to shock H'unphians into doing 
something to help financially impoverished Negroes, He 
predicted, however , without offering any proof or stating 
any basis in fact, that Memphis could well have racial 
trouble in the immediate lutmv. 

Cabbage denied that h* **s a formal member of the 
SNCC and stated that for all practical purposes his group 
known as Black Organizing Power, was a ‘paper group, M 

^ a 5 b l! e u a ? Bl ^ t ° d J th * t he lo a R r, * rt *drtrer of H. Rap Brown 
and Stokely Carmichael and generally agreed with all of 

their publicly reported statement* which had been attributed 
to them in the nation's press. He would not elaborate. 

. Cabbage talked in riddles and with oblique phrases 

!nS ..w S We * P»ogr»MBitical approach to the programs," 

and We must take a problematical approach to the problem 
Cabbage claimed he hoped to establish lit Memphis a black 
£®°P le 8 B r ° Up ® Uch * s PTiae> . in Washington D. C. 

Cabbage berated what he termed the old line black leadership 
personified by such groups as thb NAACP and the Urban League 
calling these groups a collective composite of "Uncle Toms " 

ouu 1 ® 1 "*? thftttheB * people are tools of the white community 
Cabbage claimed that he had organised black power groups at 
LeMoyne College, Owen College and Memphis State University. 

i * * Baln ° n Febru * r y 16, 1968, Charles Layerne Cabbage 
volunteered to Special Agents of the FBI that he is head of 8 
the Black Power organization in M-mphis which he referred to 
as Black Organizing Power. At this point he introduced the 
governing body of BOP to the Special Agents as follows: 

Edwina Jeanetta Harrell, Negro female, 
residence 2418 Gentry, Memphis, Tennessee 
a student at Memphis State University; 



John Burrell Smith, sale Negro, 

residence 1644 Hanaucr, Apartment 2, Memphis, 

a student at Owen College, Memphis, Tennessee; 
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James Elmore Phillips,, Jr, , male Negro, 
residence 1592 Short Street, Memphis, 
a student at LeMoyne College, Memphis, Tennessee; 

Clinton Roy Jaaiersoin. , mj-.Je Negro, 

1397 B&vis Street, BtsphiM, 

a student at LeMoyma foliage, Hemphis, Tennessee; 

Charles Harrington, wM* Negro, 
residence 2075 Rile Str»*t, Memphis, 
a student at Owen College, Memphis; 

Charles S. Ballard, mule Negro, 
residence 1830 Kansas, Memphis, 
a student at Owen College, Memphis; 

Verdell Brooks, male Negro, 
a student at Owen College, Memphis; 

Curtis Carter, male Negro, 
residence 377 East McLcmore, Memphis, 
a student at LeMoyne College, Memphis. 



Cabbage added that Cl 11 lord Louis Taylor, 2507 
Fontaine, Memphis, is also a afeiwr of the governing body. 



Cabbage at this timo claimed that he, Cabbage, Is 



the impetus of the black power movement in Memphis, Tennessee 
and that its main purpose i» to stimulate in the young Negroes 
a sense of black identity, black P rlde, and black consciousness 
to create in the blacks an independent spirit, to cease to be ’ 
dependent upon and influenced by the white race. He added 
thRt he has stimulated the devc] opraeut of black power units 
on three Memphis college campus*-?--, namely, the Black Student 
Association (BSA) at Memphis Stale University, the Airo- 
American Brotherhood (AAB) at Owen Junior College and 
the BOP at LeMoyne College, * ^ 
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James Elmore Phillips,, Jir., interrupted to say 
that actually the LeMoyne group Is also known as the LeMoyne 
Intercollegiate of the NAACP, although the NAACP does not 
actually now have a unit at Lelloyr.* College. 

Cabbage exhibited various SNCC posters and booklets 
which he said he distributes to prospective followers. 

Cabbage said that his followers wore issued various Mimeograph 
pamphlets at MSJ, Owen and L* Me roe*, and that all literature 
issued by these groups would clearly show thereon that they 
were issued by BOP, AAB, or BiJA. 

Cabbage claimed that ho regularly services these 
campus groups giving them aid, comfort, guidance, counsel 
and advice but that they operate independently of each other 
although they do help to give each other support and are 
part of the over-all BOP movement. 

Cabbage claimed that BOP is now a chartered group 
and has obtained a State Charter . He claimed, however, not 
to have a presentable copy to exhibit to representatives of 
the FBI. 

Cabbage disclaimed any advocacy of violence, except 
that necessary for self defense. He claimed that his group 
is being harassed, followed and intimidated by unknown groups 
who apparently want to stop him or deter his activities. 
Cabbage said that his group follows the teachings of Stokely 
Carmichael and H. Rap Brown, but. that BOP did not necessarily 
exist as a formal SNCC unit. He was evasive but did admit 
^ to Atlanta, Georgia, the national headquarters 

On April 22, 1968, Mrs. Lois Gordon, Charter Clerk 
Secretary of State's Office, State of Tennessee, Nashville, 
Tennessee, advised that no charter has ever been issued in 'the 
State of Tennessee for BOP, for Black Organizing Power, for 
Black Organizing Project, for Black Student Association, 
Afro-American Brotherhood, LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter 
ol the NAACP, Invaders, or City Organizers. 
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On April 22, 1068, sojrcew twelve and thirteen 
who are iamiliar with most phases of the SNCC activity 
in the State of Tennessee advised that they have never heard 
of the BOP or any of its other names and know of no Memphis 
people who are formally connected with the SNCC. 

It will be noted at this point that a strike 
commenced in Memphis, Tennessee, February 12, 1968 
during which over one thousand sanitation workers employed 
by the Department of Public Works, City of Memphis, 
walked off the Job and sought recognition from the'city 
of Memphis by the Union which claimed to represent most 
of them, namely the American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees (AFL-CJO). 

The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of 
February 23, 1968, reported that the strike continued and 
that in addition to the Union olhsr supporters such as 
the Memphis, Tennessee, Chapter ol the NAACP and the 
Tennessee Council on Human Relations met in the City 
Council Chambers on February 22. 1968. 

A story by Reporter Joseph Sweat reported that 
Reverend Ezekiel Bell, male Negro, pastor of the Parkway 
Gardens Presbyterian Church, Memphis, told the strikers, 

"When you go home don't sleep too soundly. We may be calling 
lor you again." 

Another story on page one of the "Commercial Appeal," 
February 23, 1968, issue by Reporter Richard Lentz stated that 
about 700 sanitation strikers «nd their families and sympathizers 
crowded into the City Hall Course ii Ch&ml^er on February 22, 

1968, in a tense session. The story reported that about 
eight Negro women sliced up bologna on the City Attorney's 
table to be used for sandwiches and later passed these sand- 
wiches around to those in the andlmco and generally messed 
up the Council Chambers with food end debris. The story also 
reported that approximately 14? police oil leers had to be 
called in an effort to keep down trouble and that Reverend 
Ezekiel B?ll told the audience, “Black women have nursed 
white babies for hundreds of years. Now they say they don't 
have time for us." He lurther stated, ’This is our building 
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*e don’t know if we will redecorate it or not,” and 
according to the story hinted of the delacing'of the 
chambers. The story further quoftod Bell as saying, ”1 
wish to inform you that there arm rvot going to be enough 
rest rooms so I don't know what Vs going to happen." 

He also was reported to have attacked, verbally, the 
Memphis City Seal, saying, "I’m rot going to get up there 
and tear it down, but 1 wouldn't care if someone else 
got up there and tore it down." 

The story continued that Jesse Turner, President, 
Memphis Chapter of the NAACP, addressed a crowd saying, 

"1 think we should call all of our friends and ask each 
one to come down and bring a bucket of garbage." 

On February 23, 1968, source seven advised that 
a meeting of sanitation strikers and supporters was held 
in Ellis Auditorium on the afternoon of February 23, 1968; 
that Tommy Powell, a white male. President of the AFL-Cio’ 
Labor Council, Memphis, claimed that the Union had tried 
to keep the strike a Union matter; but that it is no longer 
a Union matter aDd was now a racial matter. Source stated 
that Thomas Oliver Jones, male Negro, President, Local 
1733, of the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees, spoke and claimed that his group 
was going to march in the street. He said, "We tried to 
keep this a Union issue but it’s now a racial issue. 

1 am not responsible for what you do." Source added that 
Reverend James Morris Lawson, male Negro, pastor of the 
Centenary Methodist Church, told the audience that the 
white neiis med ia we re responsible for any trouble which might 
occur due to their unfair and f I anted coverage of the strike. 
Source stated that Jesse Turner urged strikers and their 
supporters to bring their garbage onto Main Street in 
downtown Memphis and dump it. Source advised that Hr, Vasco A, 
Smith, Jr., Vice President, NAACP, Memphis, told the strikers 
'You’ll get only what you're si rung enough to take." 

He stated that 0. z. Evers, male Negro, a political cronie 
ol former Memphis Mayor William fit, Ingram and bitter foe 
of the incumbent Memphis Mayor Kerry Loeb, and President 
of a local Negro political group known as the "Unity League, 1 
told the audience that he might have to bring black power 
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leaders such as Stokely Carmichael and H. Rap Broun to 
Memphis in order to keep the police busy while the strikers 
settled their problems with the city and stated he wsb 
tired of Negroes being treated m they were. 

Later on February 23, 1968, Chief of Police James C. 
Macdonald, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that after the meeting 
that several hundred strikers and strike sympathizers marched 
down the middle of Main Street toward Mason Temple and on 
reaching Gayoso and Main, some of them attempted to upBet 
a police squad car resulting in the police having to break 
up the crowd by the use of Mace and billy clubs resulting 
in seven of the trouble makers being arrested. 

Chief Macdonald advised that earlier at the 
February 23, 1968, meeting at Bills Auditorium the abovementioned 
Tommy Powell had stated in referring to the strikers and their 
supporters, 'They're just going to plan the destruction of the 
city. I tried to tell the people that this was going to happen 
if some justice wasn't given these men. Now it's out of 
labor's hands." 

The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of February 25, 
1968, reported that a strike support meeting was held at tie 
Firestone Union Hall late on February 24, 1968, and that 
Reverend Harold A. Middlebrook, male Negro, called for 
'taking to the streets" in defiance of an injunction which 
had been handed down in Chancery Court enjoining further 
strike activity and called for the "filling of the Jails." 

The paper reported that at this particular meeting an under, 
cover Negro officer of the Memphis Police Department was dis- 
covered by some of the strikers, was captured by them, taken 
to the stage, and exhibited to the audience, whereupon his 
revolver and Mace cannister wore taken from him, and he was 
finally led from the hall only through the intervention of 
some of the Negro women who preventing the males from physically 
harming him. 

On February 28, 1968, a fourteenth source advised 
that it had now become palpably apparent that the strike 
support group originally primarily supported by a group of 
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Memphis Negro ministers known as the Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance and the NAACP, was gradually losing 
its influence and that the influence in the strike support 
was being taken over by • small group of militant Negro 
ministers and by members of the Black Organizing Power or 
Black Organizing Project, a satfl.l clique of loud-mouthed 
black power advocates in Memphis led by Charles Laverne 
Cabbage and John Burrell Smith. 

Source fourteen advised that as recently as 
February 25, 1668, this source had been reliably informed 
that the black power youths were being brought into the 
strike by some leaders in the Ministerial Alliance not 
necessarily for the purpose of creating obstructions or 
violence but to form a united front or alliance with them, 
ostensibly to keep them under control and to use their 
limited Influence, Source fourteen pointed out that this 
strategy had already backfired when John Burrell Smith had 
recently urged Memphis Negroes to obtain guns for future 
use ol an undescribed nature, making said comment at an 
open strike support rally sponsored by t he Ministerial 
Alliance at Clayborn Temple, 280 Hernando Street, Memphis, 
on the right of February 26, 1968. 



Source fourteen felt thBt Reverend James Morris 
Lawson, Jr., pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, 
and Reverend Malcolm Douglas Blackburn, a white male, 
pastor of the Clayborn Temple, At rican-Methodist -Episcopal 
(A ME) Church, the only white minister of a Negro church 
in Memphis, were possibly responsible for the injection 
of the black power followers into the strike. 
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JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, J R. 

On May 9, 1967, source fourteen advised 
that on a WHBQ-TV panel discussion Sunday, April 30, 
1667, Reverend Janes Morris Lawson, Jr., Negro 
male, pastor of the Centenary Meth'dist Church, 
Memphis, and who has been a leader in April, 1967, 
demonstrations in Memphis opposing United States 
policy in Vietnam, was asked by Panelist Clark 
Porteous, "Press-Scimitar , " reporter, if he, Lawson, 
was a Communist. Lawson replied that he was not a 
member of the Communist Party, but he felt that the 
Communist program had n&ny good points and much to 
offer the United States. 



MALCOLM DOUGLAS BLACKBURN 

The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of 
April 10, 1967, in a story on page 5 captioned 
"Misery Has Company of a Strong Faith," by 
Reporter Barney DuBois, reported that Reverend 
Malcolm 0. Blackburn, then age 39, a native of 
Canada and formerly connected with the Stewardship 
Department of the National Council of Churches 
in New York, had taken over the pastorship of the 
Clayborn Temple after having worked for some time 
as Stewardship Field Secretary of the AME Church. 



On February 28, 1968, source two advised that it 
was Malcolm D. Blackburn who brought John B. Smith and his 
black power associates into the strike scene; that Blackburn 
appears to be most domineering, has a violent temper; and 
in source's considered opinion is not sincere in wanting to 
help members of the Negro race hut is more interested in 
inflating his own ego and in operating in a paternalistic 
ma nner , 
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» On the late night ol February 26, 1968, a 

fourteenth source advised that about 1300 strike sympathizers 1 
including many strikers, primarily all Negroes, met on the 
night of February 26, 1968, in Clayborn Temple and that 
when Reverend Henry Logan Starks, president of the Memphis 
Ministerial Alliance, called upon Reverend Malcolm D. 

Blackburn to give the bene diction that Blackburn to the 
surprise of everyone called upon his "friend" John Burrell 
Smith, sale Negro, a student at Owen College, who he said 
wanted to say a few words. Thereupon, Smith made a fiery 
and impassioned speech in which b'- poked fun at such people 
as Reverend Starks and l)r. K. Ralph Jackson, a leader in the 
strike support group and who in director of the Minimum 
Salary Division ol the AMB Church, saying that all of their 
praying would not solve the strike or get Justice for the 
Negro. Smith referred to the Negro as a black man and he 
urged that all people present take their garbage to the 
Memphis .City Hall and dump it and said, "We've got to do 
some fighting." He said further. •'We're not going to do 
it all unless we fight. We must fight the power structure, 
whether it is Henry Loeb or Richard Nixon (former Vice 
President of the United States)." He then told the audience, 
"The police are working for the white power structure and 
they will not represent the black man." He added, "You'd 
better get some guns. Get your guns. You're going to need 
them before this is over. You can't pray your way out." 

Following Smith 'b speech, according to source 
fourteen. Reverend Starks apologized to the audience 
lor the remarks of Smith and emphasized that Smith was 
speaking as an individual and not on behalf of the various 
groups supporting the strike. Reverend Blackburn, however, 
according to source fourteen, mtde some comment to the effect 
that he agreed with and supported the remarks made by 
John B. Smith. 

Early on the morning ol February 27, 1968, source 
two corroborated in detail the information furnished by 
sou zee fourteen regarding tie rem&i.ks of John B. Smith and 
Reverend Blackburn on the night ol February 26, 1968. / 
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Source two did recall that when John Smith was 
Baking lun of the preachers and telling people in the 
audience to get their guns, he said, "You preachers do 
the praying and we'll do the other work," He did not 
elaborate in the latter regard. 

On February 29, 196b, source tv»o advised that 
Charles Laverne Cabbage along with John 11. Smith had recently 
been showing up at some of the strike support westings and 
that Cabbage bragged on February 28, 1968, that he had been 
in Atlanta, Georgia, inferring that be had been there in 
connection with SNCC business having been there since about 
February 22, 1968. Cabbage stated that he had seen Coby 
Vernon Smith in Atlanta but did not elaborate as to the 
nature of the contact. 

Source two added that from a reliable source 
he had learned that someone in the Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance had given John Burrell Smith $75.00 
"allegedly with which to pay his rent." Source two learned 
that John B. Smith had attended a policy meeting in connection 
with the strike held in Clayborn Temple around noon on 
Tuesday, February 27, 1968. 

On the late night of February 29, 1968, source 
two advised that following the police arrest of Gerald Fanion, 
Stelby County Community Relations Council, and of James 
Edward Harris, a reporter of the "Tri-State Defender," 
in front of Mount Pisgah CMJS Church during a strike support 
rally, that Charles Laverne Cabbage and John Burrell Smith, 
along with two of their governing board members of the 
Black Organizing Project, namely, Charles Harrington and 
Charles Ballard, all wanted to make an immediate issue of 
the arrests and said they were "going to have some action." 
Late that night, around midnight, they attended a policy 
meeting at the Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church, pastored 
by Reverend Ezekiel Bell. Source two pointed out that Ballard, 
Harrington and Smith are all students at Owen Junior College 4 
and that Cabbage is allegedly a recent graduate of Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, Georgia. At thiB policy meeting, some of 
the ministers attempted to quiet these four black power 
advocates and Charles Cabbage, as spokesman, stated that his 
group needed money, needed a car and supplies, and that if 
they were not provided, he could not guarantee what his group 
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would do and that if they were provided that he and his 
BOP group would harass the sanitation workers currently 
working and coerce them and intimidate them in a manner 
not further described by him. Source two pointed out 
that such Individuals as Dr. H. Ralph Jackson told Cabbage 
and his followers that he and his group could not condone 
violence and that Jesse Kpjis, Meld Director for the Union, 
who was present, said the Union could not tolerate acts 
of violence. 

Source two pointed out that it was very apparent 
in conversation with Cabbage, John Smith, Ballard and 
Harrington after the meeting that they did not have money 
and do not have a car. They did indicate that they are 
able to spot police department cruisers including detective 
cars which are unmarked due to the fact that these cars 
have black sidewall tires and they have warned some of their 
friends who have cars similar in appearance that they should 
immediately get white sidewall tires, lest their cars be 
mistaken for police cars and be damaged. 

On March 6, 1968, sources two and fourteen 
advised that a massive strike rally was held in Clay born 
Temple night of March 5, 1968, attended by some 500 to 
600 individuals and that it was* chaired by Reverend James 
Morris Lawson, Jr. Sources two and fourteen pointed out 
that at this meeting Charles Laverne Cabbage, self -admitted 
Memphis black power leader, and some 40 of his followers 
were observed passing out a 5-page Mimeograph pamphlet 
entitled, "Afro-American Brotherhood Speaks, Black Thesis, 
Black Power!.'" A copy of this is set out as follows; 



-18- 




mm 













ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) 
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Intelligence Unit of the Memphis Police Department 
advised that late on the night ol March 5, 1968, a 
Molotov cocktail mas thrown fr»nn a passing automobile 
against the front of a residence owned by Eddie Lee Smith, 
1654 Standridge, Memphis, Vetuaei-Ho' , scorching the lront 
ol his house. The fire was extinguished shortly thereafter 
by the Memphis Fire Department with only minor damage 
done to the house, Eddie Lee Smith advised representa- 
tives of the Memphis Police Department that he is employed 
as a current sanitation department worker and has refused 
to go on strike. 



On March 11, 1968, Lieutenant E, H. Ark in of the 
Intelligence Unit, MomphlB Police Department, advised that 
on the morning of March 11, 191-8, he was called to the 
Northside High School, Memphis, by the Principal who complained 
that Murray Austin Ervin, age 17, president of the student 
body, had passed out leaf lots urging the students to leave 
school in an unauthorized sc hoc 1 walkout to march in support 
ol tie sanitation strike. He stuled that Ervin was assisted 
in this distribution by another student, Alex Johnson, age 
18. 

When Lieutenant Arkiu interviewed Johnson and Ervin, 
Ervin served as spokesman, stating that he had been invited 
by ministers from Clayborn Temple to get. students to participate. 
Ervin was very militant, according to Lieutenant Arkin, stating 
that violence was necessary to 1 orce the community to Bettle 
the strike, although he relused to become specific. He did 
state that he bates the white power structure. Ervin told 
Lieutenant Arkin that Monday, March 9, 1968, was to have 
been "turnover day" in Memphis, but be did not elaborate as 
to what he meant. 

Lieutenant Arkin added that also on the morning 
of March 11, 1968, police wore called by the Principal of 
G. W. Carver High School, an all-Negro student body institution, 
after John Henry Ferguson, residence 1279 Pennsylvania, a male 
Negro, age 20, born September 11, 1947, and Willie James Jenkins, 
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Negro, age 18 f born August 31, 1949, residence 86 
McLemore, had attempted to ge\ students to leave 
the school to march and had refilled to leave the school 
when asked to do so by school olllcifcls. According to 
school officials, they aero loud d boisterous, 
reclined on t he floor and grabbed hold of tables when 
the police attempted to remove the®. 

On March 13, 1968, aourc* fifteen advised that 
a massive strike support rally aras held at Centenary 
Methodist Church (church of Reverand James Morris Lawson, Jr.) 
on the night of March 12, 1968, and that Reverend Ezekiel 
Bell of the Parkway Gardens Pros by ter ian Church made an 
Impassioned speech saying that ,V J1 Memphis was not a city 
for all the people, there would h^ no city at all," He 
added that Reverend H. Ralph Jackson also spoke saying that 
he was concerned regarding "police snitcliers, " and that 
if be found any police department officer's or informants 
In the midst of any ol the strike rallies, that he would 
not stop them from being beaten up. 

Source fifteen added that another speaker at 
this rally was Thomas Oliver Jooeo, President of Local 1733 
ol the American Federation of Slat;**, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFL-C10). Jones stated that he, Jones, had at 
least 75 Negro volunteers who would do most anything to end 
the strike and that il it was necessary to burn the community, 
they would probably be willing to do so. 

On March 13, 1968, source eleven advised that as 
recently as March 6, 1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage stated 
that he was convinced that the white pewer structure in Memphis 
was dedicated to the destruction of the black man and stated 
that some of the whites would probably try to kill off some 
ol the more militant black men, including himself, and that 
be was rot going to take this ••lying down." Cabbage stated 
th*»t he had obtained a gun which Ire described as a 
"Russian -type gun,” not further described; but he did 6tate 
it was impossible to get ammunition for this weapon in 
Memphis and that he would have to get it out of Alabama or 
Georgia. He stated that when thr weather gets warm he would 
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thiB gun to protect himsell against the whites who were 
cated to killing him mind his followers . 

Source eleven added that Cabbuge said that in an 
el fort to build his black power organisation he is branching 
out, developing contacts in various neighborhoods in Memphis, 
in an effort to organize a broad -bused black power group, 
and that he has had his greatest success on college campuses 
in Memphis and has been moat fortunate by being able to take 
an active part in the current Fault at ion strike. He added 
that only recently both John Burrell Smith and he had been 
able to make talks at some of the strike support meetings. 

Source eleven pointed out that he has not personally 
seen any weapons in the possession of Cabbage, Smith or any 
of tbeir followers, although beginning os early as July, 1967, 
Cabbage and John Smith on various occasions particularly 
in southwest Memphis openly mvfe statements to the effect that 
Memphis should burn and th*.t Memphis needed a good race riot. 
Source eleven pointed out that to date Cabbage and Smith 
appear td have a small following but that their attitude 
and loud statements could set oil an explosive situation 
by "setting off the younger irresponsible element of the 
Negro community into possible m*S3 actio?>s which could lead 
to a riotous situation should some tenBe situation develop 
in the city of Memphis.” 

Again on March 1, 1968, source eleven stated that 
on February 29, 1968, John B. Smith had stated, ,r We want to 
get Stokely Carmichael in here.” Thereafter Smith bragged 
that Carmichael had recently gone* to Communist Cuba to 
obtain reinforcements although he, Smith, did not elaborate. 
John B. Smith further complained that tlm Memphis police 
had used chemical Mace and club?* "gainst some of the strikers 
and strike supporters and said, r, W«* f ll have to get weapons 
to defend ourselves.” Source; eleven noted on this date 
that John B. Smith, along with three unidentified Negro 
teenagers who were with him, all wore Army lie ld-type jackets 
with the word ”lnvaders” on the back of the jackets. 
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On H&rch 14, 1968, Llenffamt K. H. Arkln 



f 



Intelligence Bureau , Memphis PolJo> Department, advised 
that approximately 30 youthful d-rmonstrat ors including 
ten girl b were arrested by representatives of the 
Memphis Police Depart went durrirg m ld-af t ernoon of 
March 14, 1968, after police olf. leers h* I observed them 
blocking traffic in an eflori to physically stop the 
movement of the sanitation truck’* picking up trash in that 
area. Lieutenant Arkln advised that this group at the 
time was led by Reverend Harold A. Middlebrook, age 26, 
residing 258 Walker, Memphis, lemur- ssee , and that Middie- 
brook was assisted in the venture by Reverend Roosevelt 
Joyner, age 24, residing 911 Grove. Both Middlebrook and 
Joyner were among those arrested and also arrested in 
connection with this incident w» re John Burrell Smith, 
male Negro, 1644 Hanauer, Ap*rtn*m 2, Memphis, a student 
at Owen Junior College, and his associate Charles S. Ballard, 
male Negro, residence 1830 Kansas, also an Owen College 
student. 



was building up in a del mite danger-wrought manner in 
Memphis, that each arrest and each march or demonstration 
tends to build up emotion and tension and in some instances 
hatred on the part oi Negroes toward the city adminstrat ion 
and in particular toward Mayor Henry Loeb who they considered 
as their enemy, even prior to his entrance into office, and 
against the Memphis Police Department because this agency 
is charged with the responsibility of maintaining law and 
order; and that the Negro community was particularly bitter 
because the Police Department h^d sent many Negro officers 
in plain clothes to strike support meetings, several of them 
thus far having been exposed. He stated that the longer the 
strike continued, the more bitter' the feeling would become 
and the more conscious the Negron * would be of their need of 
a unified effort against the city government and that this 
emotion could lead to possible sporadic incidents, out bursts , and 
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Source sixteen added that Reverend James Morris 
Ulson , Jr., appeared to be hecord.ng the brains and bell- 
wether ol the Ministerial Al 1 la.iii.ce which, primarily was 
supporting the strike, and thai Charles L. Cabbage who 
hearts the BOP movement in MempMQ, which heretoiore has been 
extremely small, appears to be gaining more "say-so’* in the 
strategy oi the strike supporters. He stated that Cabbage, 
whose followers heretofore* have primarily been at LeMoyne, 

Owen and Memphis State University, is now building up support 
in the high schools and among 1 la- high school dropouts in 
Memphis, using the sanitation strike as a vehicle to stimulate 
interest on the part of Negro youths in his black power 
movement. According to source sixteen. Cabbage recently 
stated that he had been in Atlanta, Georgia, for two or three 
days prior to March 13, 1968, to get advice and guidance 
and inferred that he had been in contact, with representatives 
of the SNCC in Atlanta. Cabbage on returning to Memphis 
read a story which recently appeared in the Memphis 'Commercial 
Appeal" newspaper indicating that Reverend James Morris 
Lawson, Jr., controlled the black community, and Cabbage 
bitterly resented this. On March 13. 1968, Cabbage tried 
to call Lawson to challenge him in regard to the purported 
Negro leadership but was unablr to a^oke contact. 

Also Source sixteen stated that Cabbage commented 
that he was purposely staying lie the background recently in 
an effort to coordinate black pow*.r activities in the city 
ol Memphis and was letting his associate John B. Smith get 
the publicity and be the "front man." 

On March 20, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Ark in. 
Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Pol Ice Department, advised 
that two of the biggest troubli n' titers thus far in connection 
with the strike support activities, namely, Willie James 
Jenkins, age 18, male Negro, 86 West McLemore, and John 
Henry Ferguson, age 20, male Negro, 1279 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
appeased in Memphis City Court about a week previously and 
were lined $10 each on Disorderly Conduct charges and bound 
to the State of Tennessee on S' »1.v charges oi Disorderly 
Conduct; and on Mtrch 19, 1968, the Shelby County, Tennessee, 
GrftvT) Jury indicted Ferguson a»rd Jr ink ins under an old State 
statute, charging the 
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with "Urn lawful Disturbing and Disquieting 
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Lieutenant Ark In stated that Ferguson and Jenkins 
speared to be coming into the orbit of the black power group 
in Memphis, Tennessee, 

On March 20, 1968, source two advised that a 
Btrike support meeting was held in Warren Temple on 
Mississippi Boulevard at William'* Street, Memphis, on the 
night ol March 19, 1968, the featured speaker being James 
L, Bevel, Executive Staff member oi the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLO, and that U?vel is a specialist 
in "nonviolent action." Source two stated that Bevel 
is a large man who now wears a lull beard and is partially 
bald, is a male Negro; and Bevel urged all present to give 
their undivided support to a hush inarch to be led by 
SCLC President, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr,, on Friday, 

March 22, 1968. He urged all students to refuse to go to 
school on that day and to come to downtown Memphis to 
participate in the march. 

Also on March 20, 1969. source two stated that 
two self -admitted members of the HOP movement in Memphis, 
namely, Clinton Roy Jamerson, rn'ile Negro, 1397 Davis, 
and a student at LeMoyne College, and James Elmore Phillips, 
Jr., 1592 Short, also a student at LeMoyne College, Invited 
James L. Bevel to speak at an assembly at LeMoyne College 
at 11:30 a.m. , March 20, 1968. 

JAMES L, BEVEL 

Bevel, in early March, 1966, was observed 
to be present at the offices of the Wests ide W. E. B. 
DuBois Clubs in Chicago (PCA1. Discussion took place 
at this time centering around reaction to a recent 
notification that the Attorney General of the United 
States intended to label the DCA as a Communist front. 
Bevel, in conversation, stated that he would have 
Ignored this not it icat Ion w*d kept about the work 
in which he was engaged, he felt that* if the DCA 
had a real program ol help tor the people, then the 
people would answer for the clubs despite any labels 
/ applied to them. 
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On© of those present stated during the 
course of this discussion that he i» s not a 
communist and to this Bevel w*s overheard to 
reply that every thinking American should be. 

Ke stated that Negroes have not begun to read 
yet, but, when they do, they will all be 
soc 1 ^llsts, 

f Source seventeen) 



(A characterization ol the W. R. B. DuBois 
Clubs of America (DCA) is set forth in the appendix 
of this communication^ 



On March 21, 1968, source two advised that James 
Bevel, one of Dr. Martin Luther King's key workers, had 
remained in Memphis since March 18, 1968, and had been 
working in concert with Reverend Harold A , Mtddlebrook, 257 
Wolker, in organizing college and high school students to 
participate in a future inarch scheduled lor March 22, 1968, 
to be led by Dr. Martin I.uther King, Jr. 

Source two added thal around noon on March 20, 

1968, James L. Bevel and Middlebrook were taken to LeMoyne 
College by James Elmore Phillips, Jr., and Clinton Roy 
Jamerson for a non -scheduled meeting in the Student Center 
at LeMoyne. He stated that approximately 75 to 100 LeMoyne 
students attended. Bevel was the main speaker and the 
host was a young dramatics instructor understood to be 
named Lee. Bevel according to source two gave a most virulent 
black power talk, claiming that the white power structure 
through economic pressure will eventually attempt to exterminate 
the Negroes in the United States in some form of genocide and 
pointed out that the United States in its foreign aid program 
has proved that it is a white supremacist country in that 
it gives more to white nations In loreign aid than it does 
to black nations such as those comprising tie continent of 
Air lea. Bevel claimed that wh.tl* the Negroes or black men 
welcome the support given by the white clergy and white 
"do/gooders, M that these people not really Bincere; 
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th^t they have no "real soul feeling" toward the Negro; 
and be suggested that his listeners read several black — - 

revolutionary books, and particularly urged them to read 
the book, 'The Wretched of the Barth," by Frantz Fanon. 

Source two stated that the following BOP personnel 
were observed at this meeting, namely, John Burrell Smith, 

Charles S. Ballard, Charles Harrington and Verdell Brooks, 
the latter also an Owen College student. Bevel urged 
all of the students present to stop wasting their time 
dancing and playing cards and to come into the black power 
movement and dedicate themselves to its cause. He urged 
all ol the L^Moyne students to cut. classes March 22, 1968, 
and participate en masse in t.hc Martin Luther King, Jr.,- 
led sympathy march lor the sanitation workers strike 
scheduled for that day. 

At this meeting John Burrell Smith, Ballard, 

Harrington and Brooks, along with Bevel and Middlebrook, 
all stated they were canvassing the Negro high schools 
with leaflets urging a mass walkout at the high schools 
on March 22, 1968, in order that these students could 
participate in the march. 

Source two added that Revel was scheduled to speak 
at a mass rally at the Lane Avenue Baptist Church on the night 
of March 21, 1968, and that Middlebrook and Bevel 6tated they 
planned to canvass Memphis State University, Southwestern College, 
and Christian Brothers College later on March 21, 1968, and to 
appear at Owen Junior College on March 21, 1968, in an effort to 
induce students to participate in t he March 22, 1968, mass 
march. 

Source two pointed out that by this time it appeared 
that there were two young militant groups working in support 
ol the sanitation strike, one group being the BOP headed by 
Charles Cabbage and John B. Smith, and the other, a small 

of young militants headed by John Henry 
James Jenkins, both mentioned hereinbefore 






undisciplined group 
Ferguson and Willie 
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Source two stilted th»t* i nkin' and Ferguson have a 



small group of some ten to lve.?v* % teeim-**ge followers, all 
irilltant and all of whom lofcf at flic hei-lquartorB of the 
American Federation ol State, ♦ p*fy and Municipal Employees 
located at the Hotel Peabody .(*» y „ Tennessee. Source 
two Mated that in hi** ia i *.t* this group 

would probably be pron** to en-r »qr acts ol vandalism 

tlwroughout Memphis which might :• 1 r in the near luture. 

Source two had no specific /n » r •*- c f. iivn tSa»t such acts would 
occur. 

Source t,vf 5 pointed ml n of the Ferguson- 

Jenkins group appeared at any »»f the Meetings with Bevel. 



urged those present to read bJn : 'fc utitlunilibt literature 
Including "Muhaiamd Speaks, w th** fliiciU newspaper oi the 
Hation ol Islam, headed in ctih'iiro, IIIItwAb, nationally 
hy Kllj*h Muhammad, lie pointed out that nmrh of Muha»»ad t B 
program f its his concept cl blfc* power philosophy with 
ibe exception ol tlx* relip b us fiL-p^cts thereof whereby 
MuhairMd claims Allah as hi; p' v ^# H** tMd th«* students to 

ignore the religious an pc etc. n* thr program and to merely 

follow the economic and political aspects propounded therein. 

(A characterisation ol the NtiJ is set forth in 
the Appendix section of tl* ix commun icat ion.) 



a now BOP convert, Milton Hack, vho is a former student at 
LoMoyne College, that he, (hovel, plans ? lttain the next year 
to forir a new nationwide black po**r organisation which would 
probably supersede SNCC and tale in the remnants ol the varied, 
uncoordinated, black power groups ktow existing throughout the 
United States, lie wants to but Id this Into a united effort 
to have tentacles in all major • o^unit i^fl in the United States. 



Source two added tb&i at ibo ic? Moyne meeting Bevel 



Bevel also told soar ol the people present including 
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Source two pointed out that Bevel while an 
ordained Baptist minister was extremely vulgar and obscene 
in his talk at LeMoyne shocking *ome of the women who were 
present, it being noted that the Physical Education 
Instructor left the meeting alter some o! these vulgarities 
were spoken by Bevel, 

Later on March 21, 1968, source two pointed out 
that it definitely appeared thxt the Jeiok ins-Ferguson faction 
is not a part of the Cabbage-Smith BOP group and that Jenkins- 
Ferguson and their followers appeared to be led by Reverend 
Harold A. Middlebrook who is a cl ose follower ol James Bevel 
and who in turn seems to have a considerable influence over 
the BOP faction. 

Source two recalled that in his speech Bevel 
claimed that the white man will purposely not allow the 
black man to have enough of the economic goods of this 
country, that the black mam must learn to assume power, 
to control property, to control r** materials, and to 
utilize his talents. Bevel said that the black man is not 
presently capable of doing this and pointed out that as 
an illustration, "You could put all ol the Negroes in the 
United States on a large island and have all of the necessary 
raw materials planted not more than two feet deep and yet 
they could not survive because they would not have the know- 
how and ability to utilize the raw materials by turning 
the raw materials into utilitarian products necessary for 
their survival." 

He pointed out that this was one problem the 
black man had to overcome befoie he could control the 
United States. 

On the morning ol March 22, 1968, Lieutenant 
E. H. Arkin, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police Department, 
advised that due to the accumulation during the night ol 
well over 12 inches of snow, the scheduled march to be led 
by Qr. Martin Luther King, Jr., :ln support of the sanitation 
workers scheduled for the mornivg of March 22, 1968, had bee 
cancelled. 
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On March 21, 1968, tir-iifrr-a six and nine advised 
that James Bevel, stalf uf {i01£, had been at Oaen 

College, wanting to talk *.ith to solicit their 

participation in the mass Ktrcl' t< be h«'fd in support of the 
sanitation strikers r.»i Man h *'*, r\f>r., and that it *.as under- 
stood that the Pres 1 dent of tlmi • hcw.J , Ur. Charles L. 

Pinklns, refused to (flutin', r i on * »jvh TZ, jmUcxting 
th'it Ruy student who wanted to ■> -J, tr ; I e would have to out 
n las som in order to do mo 



Sources nii and ntw 
Burrell $mi th f bead oi tto AS*-- 
oi BOP at Owen Collepo f g*»l i< 
asking lor permission to lOAd ,* 
national Chairman of the nice, 
pointed out that much to their 
student body, almost in uniaru, 
proposal, and that they conoid, 
in that the students at (bom M 
John D. Smith due to his bo n i< 



i ninfcr?d out that John 
- ' riucap brotherhood iaction 
<h on llareh 20, 1968, 

J printer for 11. Rap Bro>n, 

In f ri«c?n # These Hourr.es 
-rise nearly the entire 
I Airshed At John Smith's 
^d this to Wi a healthy attitude 
vr very little coni idence in 
cm- ?ind obstreiverouB attitude. 



Also on March 21 f l?u p , *.*ourr#' hI* stated that Jaw, 
level formerly attended a cvew>r t iry in Hflshville, Tennessee, 
and later became a Baptist minister And van stationed at 
Selma, Alabama, where he became a follower and convert ol 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 



Source six advised 
had accompanied Bevel to the 
opinion of source six 
and leioty manner who 
ego, but basically is 
some of his bellicose 



th^t Harold A. Middlebrook who 
Oaen College campus is in the 
a ratfterMrp young m*n who has a fiery 
wants flit 1 1 r? t ion and has a supreme 
a decent Hrrt of individual, despite 
comments. , ‘Source six does not believe 
that Middlebrook is the type individual »ho would, when the 
chips are down, advocate or corvine* aotr* of violence. 
Middlebrook, source said, is at uni ^6 y* nr« oi age, formerly 
attended Morehouse College, AtJ**Ma f and while in attendance 
there became active in the civil Tights movement and worked 
for some time with the SCLC stall Jn the Atlanta, Georgia, 
and Alabama area prior to comip>p hi ck to Memphis, Tennessee. 
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On March 26, 1968, Hource two advised that the 
Negro ministers in Memphis connected with the Memphis 
Ministerial Alliance had formed a group called the 
Community on the Move lor KqnaJH.y (COME), which had the 
assistance oi some NAACP members and other Negro political 
leaders in Memphis but was primirily operated by Negro 
ministers. Source stated that this group had scheduled 
a mass march to be headed by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
in Memphis during the latter part of the week, probably 
March 29, 1968, and that Dr. Ralph Abernathy, Vice 
President at large, of the SCLC, was scheduled to speak 
in Memphis to a large rally on March 27, 1968, at which 
time he was scheduled to urge a massive work stoppage 
on the part of Memphis Negroes ,tiid a boycott oi the city 
schools by Negro students in order that thousands oi 
Negroes can participate in a march to commence at 

10 a.m., Thursday, March 28, 1968, and to be led by 
Dr, Martin Lutber King, Jr., scheduled to arrive in Memphis 
early on the morning oi March 28, 1968. 

On March 28, 1968, source two recalled that Martin 
Luther King, Jr., had originally spoken in Memphis at a 
mass rally on the night oi March 18, 1968, at which time he 
called 1 or a massive work stoppage in Memphis and called for 
all school children to stay »*.fy from school to participate 
in his originally scheduled March 22, 1968, march which was 
cancelled at the last, minute due to a heavy snowfall. Source 
two pointed out that during the lew days preceding March 28, 

1968, a concerted effort had been mide on the part of strike 
support loaders, including COME leaders, James Bevel, and S* 
various BOP leaders, to induce people to stay away from work am d 
to induce school children to st)y away from school and participate 
in the march. V 
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lebrook also once worked for SCLC in Selma, Alabama, 
later came back to Memphis to gat a Job with the Post 
Office, and later became an assistant pastor at Middle 
Baptist Church, the pastor ol which is Benjamin L. Hooks, 
also a Judge of Shelby County Criminal Court, Division IV. 
Source stated that Hooks and Ml id lebrook had a falling 
out sometime back after Mlddlehrook attempted to create 
a power struggle within the church, hoping thereby to 
wrest the leadership ol the church from Hooks. 
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Source two and Licnt"^Aw1 K. If. Ark in, lntelligencl 
Bureau, Memphis Police Depart**’ rt „ both advised early on 
March 28, 1968, that preceding the March 28, 1968, downtown 
uirch that high school ago wttrd'nle lro^ several Negro 
high schools in a rather bnlM,« m * pawnor had left school 
to come. downtown to par t ic 1* * i- iw the parch scheduled 

originally to begin at about Id ^ r ^ #f *"d that at Hamilton 
High School, a predominantly **»'•»%> school, none 200 to 300 
youngsters took to tin* streets* N*van t^rtning rocks, which 
resulted in police being cfci Im»* # Th^y threw rocks and 
bricks at the police injuring a ,rAl police and as a result 
the police had to uae consAefeyv ».♦ t* lore to quell this 
disturbance. 

Source two and Limitcwml ArSe^n pointed out that 
the start of the m&rcb wap* del jay**! until approxlwft tely 11 a.m. 
due to the late arrival in kw Mm from Atlanta of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. # who wa?* to |v. - i the wrr h. 

Also on March H* 1 , f f l »oun: *• two and source 

fifteen, both oi vhom wejr -r .•.*« vicinity of 

Clayhoru Temple, 28i> I^rw«ifo the n*r#*h 

originated, ipw^din.tejy pr lor f-»* the 'h pointed out 
that approximately 5,000 to ^iyh» # miry oi them high 

school ace youngsters, cottony. 1 ilr» l near the Temple and that 
ot least half of them appeared to bo school -ago youngsters. 
Among the marchers vere indivldfc* l!* dot 1 ’ ribed by sources 
two wnd fifteen as being f, **cn mm r »«"ir!lrtl typos," and in 
particular source two recogni^rf r>ver#l as being ones 
who h»d been in and out oi pen** I institutions and reform 
schools for various law infract i%*n« in the past. 

Source two pointed m.t that tb* C.umK group had 
organized the march and bad ^ 4 .w b^d w Intake by giving 
out r» v ,, nl hundred pre-©o«usfcr ’ led par Inboard placards 
which had been stapled onto in^r pine poles or sticks, some 
of uhlch appeared to be clone \ .< i *ur • - -et in length. It 
npp€?*rnd prior to the start of the according to 

sources two and fiiteen, that r: »r f ol tie-*© youngsters were 
plapnfng to use those placards nr sticks and clubs because 
tb 9*v were indiscriminately ripping the cardboard away 
leaving nothing but sticks in their hands and were waving 

/ 





This information *#« corroborated on March 28 
1968, by source eighteen. ' 

Sources two, fifteen and eighteen observed 
several black power individuals tm the group prior to the 
march and for example source eighteen recognized John Henry 
Ferguson who had already been jirxosted at least three times 
in connection with incidents growing out of the sanitation 
strike and also recognized John Burrell Smith. Source 
eighteen heard Ferguson make fun of the marchers saying 
that he and his group had more Important things to do 
inferring, but not specifically saying, that they were 
going to engage in violence. 



— - common led thA^Mu" BuP jusopTc did not organ ize 

spec ii ic violence as such; however, some of these people 
including John Burrell Smith did make inflammatory statements 
prior to the march stating that the preachers did not know 
what they were doing. Source two recalled that as early 
as March 5, 1968,\ Charles L. Cabbage, before approximately 
1500 people at a strike support rally in Clayborn Temple, 
passed out the leaflet described hereinbefore containing’ 
the ini lamroatory letter from H. Mp Brown, Chairman of 
the SWCC, and also containing the professional -type drawing 
showing in detail how one could make a Molotov cocktail. 

Source two pointed out f hat immediately prior to the 
March 28, 1968, John Smith and some ol his associates were 
indiscriminately giving out the plop poles to various teen-age 
youngsters in the area and John Smith was heard by source two 
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m in a threatening manner and that no one in charge 
he march was apparently able to or made efiorts to 
cause them to cease and desist. Sources two and fifteen 
stated that several of the parade marshals and ministers 
made efforts to caution the peonl'* in the crowd against 
violence and that some of the youths would utter 
obscenities at those -who were cautioning them. 
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to ^ell Home ol these youngsters, identities not known, 
not to be alrald to use these silcks. H** did not elaborate 
as to what he meant. 

On March 28, 1968, bow 1 ?.* fifteen advised that 
prior to the ntart oi the murr. h, the parade marshals agreed 
to put the sani tat ion workers in oi the march with the 

remainder of the people to iolltv* behind. While several 
of the marshals cautioned the youngsters to be peaceful, 
source 1 if teen observed two oi the BOP people namely James 
Elmore Phillips of LeMoyne College and Samuel Carter, also 
a student at LeMoyne College, and other unknown associates, 
believed by source iiiteen to be with the BOP group, making 
remarks sometime between 8:30 and 9:30 a.m. near Clayborn 
Temple that they were going to this s.o.b. town 

up today.’* Phillips also made Home general statements about 
some high school students being "chicken *’ and staying in 
school, rather than marching: and he stated that the white 
people who were participating in the march were fools for 
marching because if any trouble started, the Negro marchers 
would turn on them first. 



Corroboration of the above information was received 
on April 23, 1968, from source nineteen who stated that 
while he is close to the leadership of the COME group, he regrets 
that COME saw fit to bring the BOP group headed by Charles L. 
Cabbage and John Burrell Smith into the strike support strategy 
sessions during February and March, 1968. Source stated that 
John B. Smith and Cabbage are extremely bitter young men; have 
made numerous v iolence -prone statements, exact details oi which 
he could not recall; that they h»vo cursed God and Christianity; 
and that they have continually made fun oi God and the preachers 
of the Christian gospel. Source nineteen stated that he had 
personal knowledge and had overheat d John B, Smith prior to the 
start of the march on March 28, 1968, headed by Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr,, take over the microphone of the public 
address system in Clnyborn IVmple during which time it was 
tilled with youths scheduled to march and make inflammatory 
statements, inflaming the youths by indicating that they 
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should not listen to the preacl er;> , that there was nothing 
tote gained by follow ing Ged *»,t that they would have 
to possibly use force to gain tMIr rights. 



specific Htatemonts ***do by John K". RmiUi but recalled 
that at the tine he tus wrcvsfc rri‘« rrimPd Reeling that none 
oi the Immature youth* micht cmi i»w Swtth’s remark* to 
mean that they should engager w i.i r *.1<st»c' n ’ t hlrh boie oi them 
later did by brestiup «imln«3 ant r Urnre iroiiU on Deale 
Btreot and South Main Street aw • #ir*<;aplD‘g In general looting 
throughout March £8, 1908. 



finally started around 11 o'clock. *.«., March 28, 1968, 
that he observed two unidetit J.t led heproer* breaking windows 
In Paul’s Clothing Store at Thint and finale and that he 
could hear a series of windo&n hrekap rent on Beale 

Street. He stated ttvr.t tlwa# ?t»?rths v«r« using the pine 
clubo distributed to them by fc’" COUK leaders prior to the 
start of the march as isd stated almost 

instantaneously thereafter * w.M« «pro*d series of looting 
took place in stores in the Iwala Street Area and that the 
looters began running in all diwcUone. Some oi the parade 
marshals were attempting to urge them tr> reverse their 
direction and return to Clayhorn Ikrmrle. He stated that 
various Memphis police oil iceri vere alao urging them 
to cease and desist. Source efcated that by this tiwws, 
approximately 11:15 a.m., mass confusion reigned and 
peoplo were running in all directions. Source polntod out 
that In all fairness there did r.-'l: appear to bo any 
organization to the looting, that It appeared to be a 
spontaneous sort of thing that let lowed after the first 
window was broken, as this soea^d to electrify and excite 
the crowd. 



start of the march some ol the associates ol Phillips, and 
possibly Phillips, were making remarks near Clayborn Temple 



Source nineteen state? could not recall the 



Source f if t««n adwLnwrf tb^t aitnr the march 



Source fifteen then reott I led that prior to the 
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tortile eilect that borne of the 
breaking windovn and looting, 
ii any of the marcher* »pivil t 



f..v-cher« should consider 
?. »Mrce f ilteen did not know 
illy heeded these remarks. 



Source eighteen r<*** % .* •’ 1 that. a f ter sur*c of the 
marchers returned to Clayhnm V**- vn afi.ar the imrch -ar 



broken op lolloping the t i ,*i*t • * - *♦ ^ ic» 
the BoP group virtue ily to<d v** r* ctt.yb 1 
KeverciH J*i*es Morn* j wm^r oip # j? m , nt** 
ran unable to control Llinu. </*v *.. r th^ 
name not known, made the over 

•system, ,f W o *re going to ta*** *Mfi 



tint? that Kuare 
Tli Teif^l© md 

1 the leader*- 

• * J ltd JvldnaJ s , 
the rtibl h: ».d(iresM 

n M 

v n . 




Source eighteen tlttv r r«* liwuil n-s*** ci*yh<rn Tonpie 
during the march recalled se«*i>.r various tooti-ago Negroes, 
names not knovn, with sticks Aft.* also observed foijc oi them 
literally tearing apart wow^ old iron \s\1* which were Heated 
near the Temple and making iron -ires 1 vow \nrtt* thereof. 

Source stated these toen-®ge Nrj-voem ifctking *nch Ml * te-rntH 

as M We f re. going to got some whJto hibiir^. today," whereupon 
they rnn do*n and caught up ♦it!- the march and joined it. 

Source eighteen pointed out ibU the m»^h %•*«* poorlv 
organized, th&t the noroh imd v* never b^d any real control 
over the marchers even before the* started, and that when 
that many toen~Ag© youngster** ->rr - placed in a confined area 
with no real control, it m&« q'ote likely that trouble could 
develop. 

On March fcb, 1968, Lieutenant K. H. Arkin, advised 
that a reliable source ol tin M rphis Pul ice Department had 
between 8 and 9 a.m., March ?8 a ltMfR, r< ported observing 
John Burrell Smith and som^ ol Mo black power associates 
near Clayborn Temple with stick'* and brickbats. 

Source fifteen added tht *lt~r so me of the ro^rr 
returned to Clayborn Temple after the otart of the looting 
that Charles L. Cabbage told t*^H that thry should not run 
police and that they 
not plan to finish." 
c fifteen construed 
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Later on March 28 , 1968, sources two and fifteen 
advised that there was no evi»t»^re that any of the BOP group 
actually participated in any oi t h* looting or vandalism. 
Source two advised that he h*w m# v^ral ol this group 
immediately alter the initial rioting and looting started 
and that they definitely had not engaged in any in his 
presence . 

Source two pointed out thut these individuals 
nevertheless had done much by their previous statements 
over the past several weeks, us outlined here inbei ore f to 
incite some of the more ignorant and greedy youths who 
participated in the march. Source two pointed out that he 
is particularly close to the Negro ghetto area and in his 
opinion and in his conversations vith numerous Negroes who 
observed portions ol the dlRtmbAnce and who are familiar 
with many of the activities in the area of Beale Street, 
that the looting was not necessarily orgrtni^ed as such/ 
Source stated that in his opinion Approximately only 1 per 
cent of the marchers engaged in actual looting and violence 
and that many of these people were originally criminally 
inclined, namely people who had been in previous trouble 
vith the law and who allowed thivtr material greed to prompt 
them to take material which did not belong to them when 
they felt they could do so due to the anonymity of being 
in a crowd, 

tnlritru/J DM* that from 




that he would say that probably I he J irt? i breaking ol the 
first window was enough to set off the crowd which had 
been emotionally worked up by its two-hour wait for the 
start of the march and by the general festive air surrounding 
the march which was on a balmy spring d^y and was participated 
in by several hundred youths who obviously had cut school 
in order to participate. 

Later on the night ol KMrch 28. 1968, source two 
advised that the biggest deliuulr rontr Unit ing factor 
to the violence in his opinion the fact that the COME 

grovfp had for the first time ip Any of their numerous daily 
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man: ties furnished wooden sticks to the marchers, as 
previously they had merely used cardboard placards which 
could not become lethal weapons. He pointed out that 
giving out several hundred hard piine sticks was tantamount 
to giving out an equal number of baseball bats which could 
easily be used to break windows and whic 1 , could be 
used as weapons by the participants in the march. 



John B, Smith, James Elmore Phillips, and Samuel Carter, 
all of the BOP, giving out sticks t.o teen-age youngsters 
prior to the start of tlv> murch awd recalled hearing 
John B. Smith tell some of the youngsters, "Don't be 
afraid to use these sticks ii you have to." Smith did 
not elaborate. 

Also source two pointed out that prior to the 
start of the march another DOP leader, Edwina jeanetta 
Harrell, was drinking a cough w.'dicine known as Robetussen 
which consists of about 18 per cent alcohol and she has 
told source two that she and other BOP members drink it 
because they get "high" on it and it tends to intoxicate 
them. They reier to this a» "going for a boat ride." 



leaders, Clifford Louis Taylor, was personally observed 
by source during the greater part of March 28, 1968, and 
that he definitely had not engaged in any of the riotous 
activity and had not encouraged others to do so. 



March 28, 1968, he knew that Edwina Harrell, Charles 
Harrington, and John B. Smith were together during the 
greater part of the evening at John B. Smith's apartment 
at 1644 Hanauer, Apartment 2, Memphis. 



Source two also recall'd that he had observed 



Source two pointed out that another of the BOP 



Source two pointed out that oj the evening of 
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The Memphis "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue -v 
oi Saturday morning, March 30, 1*63. reported in detail 
concerning the activities oi Ur. Martin Luther King Jr 
on March 29, 1968, the day lolk*. tng the march which 
resulted in rioting and stated in * story on page one by 
Reporter Thomas BeVier that King case to Memphis to star 
in what was billed as a 'Ureas retires irsal '* ior bis scheduled 
April 22, 1968, "Poor People's Crusade" on Washington, 

D. C. , and that "by his own now-v lolent standards, the 
rehearsal was a flop." The story stated that King in a 
press interview on March 29, 196R, reported that he would 
be back in Memphis as early »» Ap'ril 3 and not later than 
April 5, 1968, for another mass march and was quoted 
as saying, "We're going to have a massive non-violent 
demonatrat ion in Memphis." The story continued that the 
question being asked in Memphis and the nation 'is whether— 
with the increasing militancy of black youth — anyone can 
say with certainty that a non-violent demonstration will 
stay that way." 

„ The story continued that King stated in an interview 

I am convinced we can have a non-violent demonstration," 
but he was reported as adding that it was impossible to* "guarantee 
that there would not be any violence. The story stated that 
It was significant that King was more th»n a half hour late 
for his 11:30 a.m. press coni ereuce on March 29, 1968, because 
he was at that time meeting with three members of the black 
power group which the paper reierred to as "the Invaders." 

BeVier in this story x< ported that these three 
young men refused to give then names and stated that they 
would have their own press conference at a later time. 

The story continued that King was staying in a 
$29 ,00-a-day room at the Holiday Ina Rivermont and that 
King claimed to the newspaper that he did not realize when 
he came to Memphis that there Vf*»re those in the Negro 
community who were "talking about violence." He stated, "We 
(SCLC) had no part in the planning ol the march. Our * < 

intelligence was nil." He sale ffr-at if he had known there 

1 
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were persons likely to start vJ»M l< m.no, I?*? would have had ^ 

them wide into parade marsh* A h, *1 rovo which ho said had 
been successful in other march* o. 



King was reported in stor*' as being critical 
of the press for reporting thA?‘ !*• |<*p t tin* a»rch In haste 
alter the trouble started «in» Uv W, *^(>8, and he claimed 
that be left the march cain.fi> t* ' "* will not lead a 

violent march. M He claxmr*cl Uu» tv 1 .^oul%(vd over what 

had happened. 

The story rcmtliiewl fc»*jwfc ,ll?ur •.UtwPd that the 
Thursday, March 28, 1988, marcP*- "p«>-*rJy planned," which 
the paper said was taEntAwoLivi « •? it lc\ of Reverend James 

Morris Lawson, Jr., who Kin*? hr -*•*?> i had railed "the leading 
nonviolence theoretician .In th • ••r.mntrj . " 

The paper reported &t fiever* md Lawson Is in 
charge of the strategy lot* tM n ^phta J.'-gr** ministers 
known as COMJK and was pastor or the Con* binary Methodist Church. 
The paper continued that Ltmunm did not entirely agree with 
I>r. King's assessment of bis activity. The story stated, for 
instance, that King had e&id fchc&i ih** b!*ck power advocates 
with whom he had met earlier h^d raid there had boon a lack 
of communication between them »**/? the ministers and that 
they felt ’"rejected. " Reverend l.ii*aon **s quoted in the story 
as saying, "There has been coupon iration . 1 don't accept that," 

referring to King's state non t. 

The paper said that it was He^rcnd Lawson who had 
originally asked King to come to Mvmphir? and that lor about 
ten years Lawson had served in ft* advisory capacity with the 
SCLC. The paper stated that ljfew&utt agreed with King that a 
nonviolent demonrvtrat ion was possible and pointed out that 
this wan one of tho reasons Klwg h^d trtK-n asked to come to 
Memphis. 
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In connection with tbi* ttbovet ntloned "Commercial 
Appe? 1 " Btory with rflf r f:rr. *. ■ * »" "lnv>(1effi." 
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*** Known as Black Organ lr.lng Project am) claimed a lraternal 
but not a iormal *i i ri iat ion «i2 h the dent Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee ( SWCC) . )h'' eour« »* pointed out that 
Cabbage and John Smith have adt tsvd sow ol their lollower6 
to wear the word •'InvAders'* t**elr Jackets and that John 
Smith personally wears this won * oji his .jacket . Source 
stated that many teenagers in Mirphls hive put the word 
Invaders on the back of their .tickets, although they are 
not necessarily connected with tin* BOP organization, They 
do this, according to source two, more or lees as a symbol 
ol their sell-prolessed atlinlty 'x.ith the black power 
concept. Source two pointed out that three individuals 
who root with King were Charier I#. Cabbage, Charles Harrington, 
and a young man who he later identified as Calvin Leroy 
Taylor, a Memphis State University senior, who works part 
time as a copy boy at the Memphis " Comic- rc ial Appeal 11 
newspaper. This trio had imuwed lately prior to seeing King 
on March 29, 1968, attempted tu see Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, 
head oi the Minimum Salary Division o\ the Alrlcan-Methodist- 
Episcopal (AME) Church, 274 Hernando, but that Jack6on said 
he was M led up M with Cabbage »rd his black power associates. 
Jackson stated he had originally attempted to have rapport 
and communication with them and h*t! even ollered to get them 
financial support out ol New York City but that alter the 
rucus started on March 28, 1968, Cabbage, John B, Smith and 
their associates came back to the Clayborn Temple alter the 
ministers had attempted to get the marchers to return and 
virtually took over the Temple, took over the microphones, 
and would not cease and desist when somrs ol the ministers 
asked them to do so. 

Source two pointed out that s iyice around March 1, 
1968, the BOP group headed l>y Cabbage and Smith had been 
in close contact with the Memphis sanitation strike and had 
been working in cooperation with the COME group and that 
Reverend James M, Lawson, Jr., w:*d Dr, Jackson, the two 
prlrot 1 leaders in the COME group, allowed them to attend 

strategy meetings and had met w Kh them on numerous occasion! 
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act, source two pointed out that it is significant 
a mass strike support greeting was held in Clayborn 
on the night ol March 5, 1968, when Charles Cabbage 
gave out the leaflet showing those- in the audience how 
to sake Molotov cocktails and that none ol the ministers 
made any eliort to stop then Vr >« fining so or to warn 
the audience later that they oul -J dies gard the material 
given out by Cabbage. 

On March 30, 1968, aoivrc* twenty advised that 
the three so-called Invaders who met with Dr. King on 
March 29, 1968, were Calvin Leroy Taylor, male Negro, 
who resides at 347 West Waldorf and who is a senior at 
Memphis State University; Charles Harrington, and Charles L. 
Cabbage . 

Source twenty continued that Calvin Leroy Taylor 
bad recently stated that he is a pert ol the BOP group and 
that he had been serving as a liaison representative lor 
BOP wtth the COME group and the Ministe: ial Negro leaders 
In the strike support movement i*» Memphis . Source stated 
that Taylor, Cabbage and Harrington had an audience with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., ard that their purpose in 
seeing King was to tell King that tbe> wanted more of the 
"action" in Memphis leeling that they were not getting enough 
oi the action. Source stated that Taylor refused to elaborate 
as to what he actually meant by this. Source twenty stated 
that laylor had coni ident ial ly told him that there were 
only about 12 to 15 hard-core BOP people in Memphis and 
that the others who claimed to be black power advocates 
are meiely lollowers or people who tend to imitate them. 

Source stated that he had learned reliably lrom several 
individuals that when the trouble began on March 28, 1968, 
that the actual BDP people did rot personally participate 
in any ol the looting or vandalism, although prior to the 
meeting several of them, exact identities not known, had 
been agitating the young high school age Negroes who were 
preparing to participate in the r,»»ch by indicating to them 
that there should be trouble, that Memphis was not worth 
saving, and that it should burn and other inflammatory 
utterances to this effect, 
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On April 1, 1968, source- two advised that Charles 
Cabbage and others o 1 the BOP g.'oup spent the entire weekend 
ol March 30-31, 1968, at the Lorraine Motel and bad been 
interviewed on the night ol Mvrch 30, 1968, by Robert 
Analavage, described in the masthead of the "Southern Patriot,” 
the ollicJal publication ol the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc. (SCEF), October, 1967, issue, as a reporter for the 
"Southern Patriot." 

(A characterization ol the SCFF is set lorth in 
the Appendix Section ol this communication. ) 

Analavage also told source two that he is a reporter 
for the "Guardian," a weekly New York paper, which identifies 
it sell in its masthead as an independent radical news weekly, 

Analavage was in Memphis to get a story on the 
sanitation workers strike and, according to source two, he 
had a lengthy interview with Charles Cabbage, that Cabbage 
told Analavage that he did not think King had any business 
in Memphis in the first place, and that he and hiB BOP group 
had not participated in the actual March 28, 1968, march 
which resuited in violence. AmMavage stated after interviewing 
Cabbage that it appeared that Cabbage and two of bis key BOP 
associates, John Burrell Smith and Edwin* Jeanetta Harrell, 
want to destroy the King image l.-it that it appeared that 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his group will have to get 
control to a limited extent of the BOP group if they expect 
to have further nonviolent marches in Memphis. 

Source two advised tint 1 ater on the night of 
March 30, 1968, Analav&ge was introduced to Reverend James Morris 
Lawson, Jr,, pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, and 
one ol t he leaders ol the COKE group. Source two stated that 
Lawson told Analavage that actually the BOP, including John B. 

Smith and Charles Cabbage, had b*.'en a part ol the 6trike 
support strategy lor some tin*- and had been a part of t he strategy- 
making forces leading up to the March 28,. 1968, march. Source 
two stated that Lawson stated thsi he, Lawson, was now somewhat 
skeptical of Cabbage and the BOP, feeling that BOP bad been 
ln, j ltrated by some government investigative agency, possibly^ 
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th^ CIA, and that for this reason the COME group does not 
fully trust Cabbage and his group. Lawson did not elaborate 

Source two advised thfcl on Ma*ch 30, 1968, Cabbage 
admitted that he, Charles Harrington, and Calvin Leroy Taylor 
of the BOP group held a lengthy discussion with Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., on Friday worn ijtg , March 29, 1968, in order 
to '&tate their position to hL«, '* Cabbage claimed that BOP 
had no real grievances with King hut that they did explain 
to King that they did not tool his presentee was necessary, 
Cabbage stated that they did complain that they, the BOP 
were dissatisfied because the COMf group would not bring 
them completely into the policy-making and planning actions 
with regard to the racial situation in Memphis, Tennessee , 

Source two pointed out tint Cabbage in numerous 
utterances during recent weeks had indicated by his statements 
that he is a sell -acclaimed bl^cfc power theoretician who is 
completely dedicated to the cfcUftt* of black separatism, rather 
than violence per se, and that he Is not , however, against the 
use ol violence andhasolten stated that violence will be 
necessary in order to unify the black people in this country. 
Source two continued that CabbJ'giv has very definitely stated 
in recent conversations that if he can build up a sufficiently 
militant black power organisation that he hopes to then con- 
vince leaders of the community, including antipoverty organiza- 
tions, possibly the Department oi Health, Education and Welfare 
and some financial 1 oundat ions, to financially back and fund 
him and his group, the BOP, to sot up an antipoverty group on 
their own. He stated that he would use the argument that 
only he and his followers have the ear and confidence of 
militant black youth 6 in this community and that 11 they 
were properly funded that they could "keep the lid on,* 
in other words, prevent violence „ 

Source two stated that., with al l due consideration 
and taking all factors into consideration, he is convinced 
that Charles Cabbage is preaching hl&ck power for a purpose, 
namely, that he wants to sc are ar«f blackmail the community 
and thereby perpetrate a form ol ‘verbal blackmail and con thei 
groups into funding his 0 rga.nl 7 . 1 t Iukj, m Cabbage has even usedj 
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the'llgure that he would like bi« Hilary to ultimately be 
$12,000.00 per year. 

Possible corroboratl<.'»i of the above information 
rests in the fact that on March 30, 1968, source one advised 
that Charles Ballard, Charles Cibbtgo and John Burrell Smith 
spent the weekend ol March 30-31, 1968, in the Lorraine 
Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, this being the place 
where Analavage interviewed Charles Cabbage. 

On April 3, 1968, source two stated that a strategy 
meeting was held on the night oi April 2, 1968, and early 
morning oi April 3, 1968, attended by representatives of 
the SCLC, C0MK, and BuP. At this strategy meeting it was 
voted to include BOP into the over-all planning for luture 
strike support activities. Source two stated that some of 
those present were extremely skeptical about BOP because 
of the militant statements miide by some of its members 
and felt that the BOP group could not be trusted or controlled. 
Particularly critical of BOP were Bishop J. 0. Patterson, Sr., 
Church oi God in Christ and lather of J. O. Patterson, Jr., who 
is one of the three Negro members of the Memphis City Council, 
and Bishop Julian B. Smith, Bishop oi the First Episcopal 
District, CME Church, with headquarters at 664 Vance, Memphis. 
Source two pointed out that there was little doubt that the 
BOP group, small in number, was attempting to blackmail the 
leadership in the strike. Source two stated that the BOP 
group really has nothing to oiler but a title and is attempting 
to gain finances, cooununicat ions, and office space in order 
to lurther their organization by giving the impression that 
they control potential violence springing from Negro youths 
in Memphis and that if they are nob budgeted and funded that 
they cannot be responsible lor wh.^t might happen. 

Accordingly, the group at the strategy meeting set 
up a committeeship consisting oi Feverend Ezekiel Bell, pastor 
of the Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church, and Samuel B. Kyles, 
pastor of the Monumental Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, 
both male Negroes, along with Reverend Jesse Jackson, staff member 
ol SCLC who is from Chicago, Ulinolfl, and who has the title 

of director of "Operation Breadbasket, North." Jackson 
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in Memphis working with 6CLC and the COME group. Source pointed 
oulXthat all funds collected for the sanitation workers have 
heretofore been tunneled through CO WE and now BOP was insisting 
on getting some of this money. M*ny of those present resented 
this, feeling that the money should go to the sanitation workers. 

Also on April 3, 1968, Lieutenant K. H. Arkin, 
advised that a reliable source oi the Police Department had 
advised that a meeting of the BOP group, which sometimes 
interchangeably uses the n.aron ff 1 readers, " was held on the 
early eveing oi April 2 f 19G8, in the Lorraine Hotel, 406 
Mulberry, Memphis. This source also advised that some of the 
BOP group, Including John Burrell Smith, Charles Cabbage, 

Charles BaLlard, Bdwina Harrell, wore all staying at the 
Lorraine Motel with the SCLC group which had checked into 
the Motel during this period. Part of the BOP group was 
in Room 315 and among those present at this meeting were 
John Burrell Smith, Charles Cabkvge, and Reverend James 
Orange of the SCLC staff; and a Reverend (First Name Unknown) 
Carnes, or Cornious, of Cairo, Illinois, who claimed to have 
connections with the National Council oi Churches and also 
claimed connections with a "black liberation front," was also 
present. Source stated tiu>t R^v^rend Carnes claimed to have 
been sent to Memphis by the "bl^ck liberation front" and he 
allegedly pledged money ol an unspecified amount for the BOP 
group if they would "keep pressure on the white man." Carnes 
told those present, according to Lieutenant Arkin' s source, 

"You have to burn the white man's store and virtually have to 
burn him before you can bring him around." Carnes also reported 
that the National Council of Churches has about two million 
dollars to dispense in at least five cities in the United States 
which have either had serious racial trouble or which may have 
serious racial trouble and that Memphis Is currently being 
considered as one of the potent til trouble spots. 

According to Lieu ten* pi ft Arkin "s source, Reverend James 
Orange said that he would be wilting to work with the black power 
group and the BOP group and urged FOP to cooperate. John B, 

Smith got up and referred to BOP an a "steamroller," and 
said, "All we want is the money and we'll keep rolling." Following 
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thfe Charles Cabbage stated that the BOP group wants money 
to set up black co-ops and to tell various goods. Including 
black literature, and to also net up black biBtory classes. 

According to Lieutenant Arkin's source, another 
group involving BOP net at the lUmraine Motel at about 
9 p.m. on April 2, 1968, with all of th<* aboveoent ioned 
Individuals present, including j^ana Jackson, and here the 
BOP group headed by Cabbage complained that Reverend Janes 
Morris Lawson, Jr,, pastor oi th«.i Centenary Methodist Church, 
and who heretofore has boon their main liaison with the mine 
and the strike support group, raw inefioctual as Cabbage said, 
"All he deals in is thoory. Ho is not a guy for strategy and 
action and is inadequate for our program." Cabbage further 
stated that with regard to tho violence which erupted during 
the march hold on tho morning of March 28, 1068, and which 
was lod by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., that Lawson should 
have known, "had he done his homework," that there was going 
to be violence on thAt day. lie did not elaborate, other 
than to blame the trouble on Msirch 28, 1968, on a group of 
"hustlers," a group of Beale Strert and teen-age punks who 
were out to loot and create trouble, and stated that they 
had used the march as an excuse ior so doing. Cabbage laughed 
and thought this to be funny, stating that none of Lawson's 
informers had been able to "tin him off that this was going 
to happen." 

Lieutenant Arkin's source pointed out that BOP 
was demanding to be a part of all future strategy meetings 
and was demanding fund money to support HOP activities and 
they hoped to receive it from either tlr* COME or the 
Office of Economic Opportunity (OtfO) or the War on Poverty 
Committee, Memphis, Tennessee, which is funded by the QKO 
with Federal funds. 



This source advised thet Reverend Jesse Jackson 
asked BOP who they wanted to sponsor t him in the future 
and to be their liaison and they all agreed that Reverend 
Samuel B. Kyles of the Monument'll Baptist Church would be 
a gqod man, 
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Lieutenant Ark in advined t hit his source learned I 
l«er on the night of April 2, 1968, that Reverend James I 
Oitnge of the SCLC staff had promised that BOP would have \ 
an oil ice of its own in the lUuisrjw Salary Office of the 
AMK Church, 276 Hernando, by April 3, 1968. 



Cabbage , John B. Smith, Charles if.allard and Edwina Harrell 
were all staying in Rooms 315 «in*t 316 ol the Lorraine Motel. 



Dr. King, who was staying in Room 306 ol the Lorraine Motel, 
had checked in there prior to going to a strategy meeting 
at the Centenary Methodist Church on April 3, 1968, and 
that he returned to the Motel on the afternoon of April 3, 
1968, lor lunch with members ol his stall and various 
representatives of the COME and BOP. 



BOP representatives Charles Cabbage, Edwina Harrell and 
Don Neely, an Owen College dropout, all ate dinner with 
Dr. King and with Dorothy Cotton and Andrew J. Young, all 
ol the SCLC staff, and that Harrell bragged that 6he had 
been living with 6ome of the black power people at the 
Lorraine Motel for the past several days. 



East McLemore and has been described by his brother, 

Richard Neely, as a fanatic follower of Charles Cabbage and 
John B. Smith. Source two added that he learned from Reverend 
James Morris Lawson, Jr., who heretofore had been the liaison 
man ol COME with BOP, was no longer in accord with BOP and 
was extremely worried at the lacl that BOP is being brought 
into the COME, SCLC and sanitation workers coalition. 

His basis for concern was the lact that BOP is not disciplined, 
is definitely unpredictable, arid has given vent to statements 
advocating violence in the past. Lawson said that no one 
could control these young militants and he ielt that their 
presence in the coalition would definitely divide t he necessary 
and Imperative united Negro min Later ial support which COME 
has heretofore possessed. 



Also on April 3, 1961' , source two advised that 



Later on April 3, 1968, source two stated that 



Later on April 3, 19<>8, source two stated that 



Source two advised that Neely resides at 531 
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Source two added that Hosea L. Will lams a leading 

ss-.&ins'a rssssz t^isL 

si'.Wa.r^virss: 

. «H.d .root 5*S 

io " e ’ i,h 

:ssss 5JS2j- f «rS S: ; - • 

*“■*. Jr.. thlt Jto oi no»Jjo?«c?‘SJ 1 S r L “ th,r 

leadership*!^ Negroes *“ “ r “ 

ss “ 

« eBtin „ „* S fl! rc f two stated that in connection with a 
1968, that sole S r thI e BOp t SoSe t ISrI f tJJiSrt? A ff A i 3 ’ 

ssSiTsrsrt^trjcj 6 " from throu * h ° ut the c : ity * 

the alternJon S o f bl Ap^u r ? b °^fift i0n K 0f thi ® * a6 ltt »^*-d on 
stated that between 12 : 20 and i2 : 30 S p^m Ce April^^iseJ 0 

Us i° at Memphis suf; wtvEiitJ: is 

f BSA * th.t^! 11 at ? kn ? wn “ 8 the Black SLudent Association 

(BSA), that several calls caw* ov«*r the public address 

Pot ter to*Wdi£tJ!° Ple R ° n “ ld Ivy - Erlc F4ir . and Thomas 

Mote] as qiiSlJ Is LssTbJ° * 1 °"* 31 ° * nd 315 of the Lorraine 
,„«! y . P osslb ie. Source stated that a lew 
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Source ^“loT.* JBi. 

one ol't be leaders of ie»*nessee: that Donald 

at 560 Laclede Avenue, Dou K 1*b, 1b a 

Douglas, who ®®*“ 1 i t n 5j3 6 Be^toil and that Robert Montgomery 
lresbman resid ing *t ^0. 3 erly Source stated that 

is a ireshman lUtS^ fcic Wardell Fair, a 

Eric Fair 1b °* tlc ***|. y * ^listed with his Telephone Number 
freshman, no home *ddress 1 t } > Thom *s Potter is listed 
at home listed as . 324-0693 « “J JJ ireshman, home 

on the rolls as Thomas Eugene 
Telephone Number 946-3284. 

On April 3 , 1968, sou rr«* lour j^vised ay born 

rough-talking black ™il^*“ L ® dur ing recent dates and 

Temple, the headquarters of the < am R Theodore Manuel, 

that one of these Idmt iUed^h: Irs recently lived 

Jr., originally a Memphian ; d th , t du ring the March 28, 

in Detroit, Michigan, d ostensibly by the police and 

s Tcu.T«-r“i.? istssw - 

lelt aitei he heard the police were coming. 

The Memphis "Press-Sc ijitar » 

March 29. 1968, carried a llat J lt , Memph is ior injuries 
been treated at the various h P istur bance , and that one 
growing out of the March Sanuel residence 949 D Mosby, 

oi those was *® T Jl a „ CPX » This article reported 

iin A si sa srss - r & izzrzz 

Kin. «* -«*■« «« 

treatment . 

Source lour thel .Mtherjounj^Ut.ut 

who his been around Cl a yborn i e *P 1Jv0B at 1015 Palermo 

male Negro, about 23 years olg» hereinbefore identified 

and who is often in th ® imed to have been a former 

John Henry Ferguson Kimp h s r(HJp in Chicago known as 

member of the notorious black power group 
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Source four added that on April 2, 1968, a 
Negro male turned up at Clayborn Temple using the name of 
Jake or Jack Connor, age about 27 or 28, 5 feet 10 inches 
tall, weighing 180 to 190 poundN , heavy set, with a broad 
chest, and a heavy head of semi-Afro style hair, with a 
small thin beard and thin mustache. He carried a brown 
brief case, indicated that he was from "up north," possibly 
from Milwaukee, and that he was in Memphis to contact 
John B. Smith. Source lour added that upon hearing this 
Kimp told him that it was not generally known but that 
Smith was temporarily staying at the Lorraine Motel and 
a little later a Negro preacher, since identified tentatively 
as Harold A. Middlebrook, told Connor that he would take 
him to the Lorraine Motel to meet Smith. 

On April 4, 1968, Lieutenant Ark in advised that 
circumstantially the J&ke or jack Connor, Identified by 
source four, is undoubtedly identical with the Reverend Carnes, 
or Cornious, mentioned by his Bource. 

Source five stated that Kimp also mentioned that 
the group known as the Invaders will soon be doing some 
recruiting and that both he and Manuel were interested in 
getting into this group. 

Again on April 4, 1968, source two stated that 
the COMS-SCLC-sanitation strikers coalition which was 
attempting to form a united lront with BOP was concerned 
with the fact that Charles Cabbage and Ills BOP group 
were attempting to gain Importance and were spending all 
of their time giving the illusion to Negro leaders in 
Memphis that they, the BOP, were the only ones who could 
control militant Negro youths in Memphis and were the only 
ones who could prevent trouble ii necessary. On each 
occasion they were demanding money and funds with no strings 
attached and many of the Negro leaders, including NAACP 
leaders, such as Jesse Turner, President, NAACP; Maxine 
Smith, Executive Secretary of the NAACP; Dr. Vasco A. 

Smith, Jr., Vice President ol the NAACP; and a number 
of £he Negro ministers connected with the COME, felt that 
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this was merely a lorn of blackmail on the part of the BOP 
group. According to source two, Cabbage at a strategy 
meeting with COME and SCLC on the night of April 3, 1968, 
kept claiming to have the power to prevent violence but 
when pinned down by some of the ministers and SCLC people 
to give specifics, he was vague and unable to furnish any. 



with Edwina Jeanetta Harrell atd Charles Steven Ballard. 

The meeting was chaired by Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr. 

At this meeting, plans for the scheduled April 5, 1968, mass 
march to be led by Martin Luther King, Jr., were discussed 
and it was agreed that various ministers would train at 
least 25 parade marshals. It was decided that Charles 
Cabbage would be a top deputy marshal representing BOP and 
it was up to him to provide 25 oi his BOP people as parade 
marshals, although Cabbage indicated that he did not actually 
have 25 BOP members, but that he possibly could get some 
allies or sympathizers from the various colleges to serve. 
Source two pointed out that he, as well as many others present, 
was very definitely of the opinion that Cabbage was "trying 
to drop a pigeon on the COMB and SCLC group," explaining 
that this was a form of blackmail on the part oi Cabbage 
wherein he in effect was saying, "Give us money or we can’t 
be responsible for any violence which might happen." Cabbage 
further belabored the SCLC people, saying, "We don’t need 
outsiders to come into Memphis and tell us what to do." 

Source two added that one oi tine leading strike supporters, 
Cornelia Crenshaw, a Negro political leader in Memphis, stated 
she was definitely opposed to any of the strike support funds 
raised by COMB being diverted to subsidize a special dissident 
group such as Cabbage's BOP, 



wife Maxine Smith were definitely opposed to any of the COME 
money being funneled or diverted to Cabbage and his BOP 
movement, feeling that Cabbage merely wanted to get a foothold 
in t he Negro movement and that he and his group would give 
the Negro movement a bad image. 



At this meeting Charles Cabbage was present, along 



Source two pointed out that Dr, Vasco Smith and 
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Source two added that Bernard Lee, administrative I 
aide to Dr. Hart in Luther King, Jr., stated at this meeting * 
that Cabbage had already "conned SCLC out of $167.00 
which came from SCLC headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia, this 
■oney being given to Cabbage ostensibly to pay for the Hotel 
rooms at the Lorraine Hotel which Cabbage, John Smith, 

Edwins Harrell and other BOP people had been occupying since 
around March 30, 1968. Lee further stated that it appeared 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and hiB group were unable to 
convince Cabbage and BOP of the propriety and advisability 
oi the SCLC philosophy of nonviolence. Lee stated that it 
appeared that Cabbage wants money without being able to give 
aoy firm commitments. Source two pointed out that Cabbage, 
Edwina Harrell and Ballard all used extremely vulgar and 
loul language at this meeting which was attended by several 
prominent Negro ministers and Negro women in the city of 
Memphis. Source two pointed out that as an example of the 
utter and brazen disrespect shown by Cabbage and his group 
that earlier on April 3, 1968, *.t the Lorraine Motel Cabbage 
was in his room with Edwina Harrell and was attempting to have 
her arrange a conference with him and Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., at which point Cabbage told Harrell, "I want you to go 
down there and tell that Nigger King that I want him to come 
up here and see me." 



1968, it was determined that James Elmore Phillips, Jr., 
of the BOP governing body, John Burrell Smith and Verdell 
Brooks, along with Don Neely of 531 East McLemore, were all 
staying at the Lorraine Motel. 



1968, Bernard Lee lamented the i*ct that SCLC people Including 
Dr. King had consistently mot with the BOP people during the 
previous few days but had concluded that BOP is too impatient 
in that it wants instant action, Instant success and instant 
accomplishments coupled with the fact that BOP does not trust 
anyone from any other group. Lee stated that despite this 
SCLC would try to help BOP but added, "We won't be blackmailed 
by them." 



Source two advised that * s of the night of April 3, 



Source two added that on the late evening of April 3, 
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Also on April 3, 1968, during the late evening, 
acdbrding to Bource two, Hosea Williams of the SCLC told 
John Burrell Smith and Charles Cabbage that he, williams, 
along with Reverend James Orange, would be willing to con- 
tinue talks with BOP, Williams stating that he felt that 
Orange and himself were probably better able emotionally 
to deal with people like Cabbage, He did not elaborate. 

Source two also recalled that on the late night 
of April 3, 1968, Reverend James Morris Lawson made the 
statement, ’Thank goodness there was a riot in Memphis last 
week (March 28, 1968) because without it we would not have 
gotten all the outside help and attention such as that 
furnished by SCLC." Lawson stated that despite the fact 
violence had occurred he could not personally, as a minister 
of the gospel, condone violence. 

Lawson added that the COME group would have to try 
to get along with BOP and do the best it could under the 
c ircumstances . 

Source two pointed out that on the night of 
April 3, 1968, Reverend William Smith, pastor of the 
Collins Chapel CME Church, who is a member of the COME 
governing group, attempted to convince Cabbage that he. 

Cabbage, needed to talk prevention rather than violence, 
but that Cabbage stated that he would never tell COME or 
SCLC how to prevent violence and gave the impression in 
his ambiguous vague stateaonts of being a "dreamer." 

Cabbage gave the impression of having visions of a massive 
black political movement of an undetermined nature in the 
United States. Source two emphasised that as recently as 
April 4, 1968, Mrs. Maxine Smith said that the NAACP was 
most distrustful of Charles Cabbage and his group as they 
were too militant and too distrustful. 

On April 4, 1968, Lieutenant E. H, Arkin advised 
that a reliable Bource of the Memphis Police Department reported 
that at about 4 p.m., April 3, 1968, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
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mot with the BOP group, including John Burrell Smith, Charlsl 
Cabbage, and one Oree McKenzie who resides at 362 Kssex, 1 
who is 18 to 19 years of age, and who was recently 
discharged from the United States Army after having entered 
as an under-age enlistee about two years ago. Also at this 
meeting was Kdwina jeanetta Harrell and James Elmore Phillips, 
Jr., aloDg with Jesse Jackson, ttosoa Williams and Andrew J. 

Young, the latter three ol the SCLC staff. At this meeting 
Cabbage asked for immediate money of large porport ions in 
order to assist BOP in starting a "liberation school" and a 
"black co-op,” at which black culture and black history could 
be taught and through which black literature teaching black 
power could be sold. Cabbage Indicated that he had a 5-point 
program which he did not pinpoint and stated that he needed 
money, even talking in terms of needing two million dollars. 

According to Arkin’s source, Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., told Cabbage that he would use his influence in a group 
of churches recently formed in Detroit and that this new 
church group had set up a program of giving financial aid 
to black militant groups throughout the country. He stated 
that this group would give money to at least groups in 
eight different cities and would channel this through 
Andrew J. Young of his staff and that Young would handle 
the mechanics and set up an outline; but that Cabbage would 
have to have a more specific plan and finalized program 
before SCLC could assist him in pursuing this matter further. 
Andrew Young indicated that he would help Cabbage re— write 
his program for BOP. 

Lieutenant Arkin stated that in the opinion of his 
source. King and bis group would give money to BOP in order 
to keep them in line and to keep them from following a violent 
pattern during any future marches in which SCLC people may be 
participants. According to this source. King had concluded 
that BOP would definitely have to be recognized by the 
Negro leadership in Memphis. This source stated that even 
during some of the meetings with King aed his group, the BOP 
people were drinking a cough medicine hiving a high alcoholic 
content and getting drunk on it and that James Phillips 
became so highly emotional in an argument with John Burrell Sniith 
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thd; he Actually broke down and cried. This source stated 
that the BOP group had indicated that they sere getting 
something similar to marijuana from a Beale Street character 
named "Jiggs.” They did not elaborate. 

On April 16, 1968, aoi'rr* t»o advised that one 
ol the leading figures in the Invaders cell oi the BOP, 

Donnie Delaney, a recent graduate of Carver High School 
and a resident of 163 West Dison, has been hanging around 
the Minimum Salary Office where tho COUK headquarters is 
located with other unknown' young black militants, con- 
tinually talking of the necessity of destruction of the 
United States and of the inovit&bllity of blacks having to 
eventually physically fight and going to war against the 
shite race, which source stated is nothing more or less 
than a nihilistic philosophy. 

On April 18, 1968, source one advised that John 
Burrell Smith, Charles Cabbage, Charles S. Ballard, Charles 
Harrington, Edwina Harrell, and a Memphis State University 
black pover advocate Herman Lee Prewitt who lives at 363 
Driver, Apartment H, had spent several days as guests of the 
SCLC at the Lorraine Motel irom lurch 30 until April 4, 1968. 
This group all checked out oi the Motel about thirty minutes 
prior to the sniper death of Ur. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
who was shot while standing on the balcony of the Lorraine 
Motel in front of Room 306 at about 6:01 p.m. , April 4, 

1968. This source added that such individuals as Willie Kimp 
and John Henry Ferguson are followers of the BOP but are 
not actually members and are not at this point actually 
members of the Invaders. 

Source one Indicated that the BOP group has drawn 
up an introduction type brochure or prospectus which BOP 
hopes to furnish to such groups as the Notional Council of 
Churches; United States Department of Labor; the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare; the Office of Economic 
Opportunity; various antipoverty groups in Memphis, Tennessee; 
and to any other group which BOP feels may fund BOP for future 
activities. Source one furnished a copy of this brochure which 
is 13 pages in length and which is set out hereinafter. 



i 
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PERSONNEL 



REVISED BUDGET I (ONE) YEAR 
YEARLY 



Executive Director 


7,200.00 


Assistant Directon 


19,200.00 


Secretary (Full Time) 


3,600.00 


Watchman 


2,400.00 




5 Full Time Block Counselors 

3 fijll Time Field Workers 

I Part Time Consultant Nurse 
I Full Time Pre-School Director 

4 Program Consultants full Time) ' ■ 

I Public Relations Director (Full Time) 

4 Community (Block) Consultants (Full Time) 



establishing ond initiating expense — — __ 

Operation expense for one neighborhood — 

Operation expense for entire city area program ----- 
(Operating fpr gne full year) 





o 
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On April 18, 1968, the first source advised that 



■ome of the BOP personnel had talked with U. 8. Labor 
Departaent Undersecretary Janes Reynolds vhen he was la 
Memphis during April, 1968, to help mediate the Memphis 
sanitation workers' strike. They talked to Mr. Reynolds 
about the possibility of Federal funds being furnished 
to BOP, and that Mr. Reynolds had two U. S. Department of 
Labor employees froa Washington, D. C,, naaely, Grace 
Whitney and Chuck Pugh connected with the Departaent of 
Labor's "Coalition for Youth Action, "come to Memphis 
and talk to BOP representatives. Source one said that BOP 
hopes to receive funds and operating expenses froa this 
Coalition for Youth Action sponsored by the U. S. Departaent 



BOP in Meaphis are Reverend Kzekiel Bell of Parkway Gardens 
Presbyterian Church, Reverend Wllllaa Saitb of the Collins 
Chapel CMS Church, and Reverend Jesse Jackson of the SCliC 
staff who lives in Chicago. 

Source one added that Donnie Delaoey is actlve'ln tb 
Invaders and that the leader of the Invaders is Oree McKenzie. 
Source one said that around late March or early April, 1966, 
one Chuck or CharleB Koen (phonetic) talked to the BOP people 
about a program regarding black power which he had in Bast 
St, Louis, Illinois, for which he had received Federal funds. 
He referred to this as Impact House and/or Project Upgrade, 

Source one said that currently most BOP and 
Invaders meetings are held at Clayborn Temple, 

Source one stated that a Memphis Negro attorney, 

Ira Murphy, Is helping BOP to draw up a charter. 



1968, Lieutenant Ark in, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police* 
Department, respectively advised that source fifteen, as 
well as a reliable source of Lieutenant Arkin, had attended 
* Meeting of the Invaders held at Clayborn Temple, 280 HernaSdo, 
Memphis, on the night of April 18, 1968, at which 25 to 30 1 



of Labor, 



Source one added that three adult advisers of the 



On April 20, 1968, source fifteen and on April 22 
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people were present. Including among those recognised 
by sources were John Burrell Smith; Charles S. Ballard; 

Oree McKenzie; Autry Norwood, male Negro, address not 
known; Donnie Delaney, also known as Donny Delaney; 

Theodore Manuel; Roosevelt Green; Marrell McCollough, 

• sale Negro, address not known; Van Cabbage, younger 
brother of Charles Cabbage; Tad (male white, last name 
unknown) with two other white males, one of whom claims 
he teaches In the State of Mississippi, a tall white nals, 
with brown hair, mustache, wearing glasses, and a young 
reddish-blond male white whose first name Is believed to 
be Ted and who works at the Minimum Salary Office as a 
printer. This individual has a beard, a mustache and 
wears black-rimmed glasses. There were two white females 
present, one described as being heavy set, about 5 feet 4 
Inches In height, and the other about 5 feet 4 inches tall 
and extremely thin. This was the first time that any 
white people were known to have attended any of these 
meetings. Others present were a male Negro named Morlce 
(phonetic), one Vlllle Poag who lives on South Parkway 
near Hamilton High School, and one Tommy Nelson who did 
not stay for the meeting. Also present at the meeting were 
John Henry Ferguson, Verdell Brooks, and Charles Harrington. 
Charles Cabbage was there earlier but left before the actual 
meeting started. 



At the meeting John Burrell Smith claimed that be, 
as well as Oree McKenzie, was dividing the city into districts, 
approximating seven districts, and that the Invaders would 
h*ve a captain for each district. John Smith stated that 
the "liberation school" and classes on black arts and culture 
which the Invaders wanted to form were merely a front" for the 
Invaders undercover activities which he did not further 
describe. 



Oree McKenzie spoke stating that the Invaders would 
have their own newspaper by this summer and that the "liberation 
school" and black arts and culture classes would be sponsored 
and financed by the War on Poverty Committee, Memphis, J 

Tennessee, which is financed by the Federal Office of Xcono^ic 
Opportunity (0K0), 
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Source fifteen end Lieutenant Ark in’s source 



advised that it was learned at the Meeting that t be chairman 
of the Invaders is Richard Cabbage, younger brother of 
Charles L. Cabbage; that the Executive Secretary is Oree 
McKenzie; that Donnie Delaney is in charge of Black Arts; 
and Autry Norwood, who claims to be a discharged veteran, 
is "Minister of Self Defense," (a paramilitary unit) and 
that he is assisted in this regard by Oree McKenzie who 
clalsed also to have had previous Military training. 

The above sources advised that this group, 
according to statements made by those at the meeting, - * 

will train tbe members in "hand-to-hand fighting, the 
use of guns and the making of Molotov cocktails," Autry 
Norwood stated that it was time for all of the Invaders to 
obtain guns and be prepared to retaliate against the whits 
power structure. He did not elaborate. ■ 

Sources advised that John B. Smith then explained 
that the Invaders, which group was originally all black, 
did not want to exclude all whites from membership but wanted 
to break down the white power structure, and that the Invaders 
aDd BOP were only opposed to whites who were engaged in 
suppressing tbe black man. 

Source fifteen added that one of those present, 
a tall thin Negro, possibly a graduate of Carver High School, 
had the name of ?Sonny." John B. Smith and Oree McKenzie, 
according to source fifteen, explained that BOP is the 
parent group which has several units including tbe Black 
Student Association (BSA) at Memphis State University, the 
Intercollegiate Chapter of the NAACP at LeMoyDe College, 
the Afro-American Brotherhood at Owen College, and the 
Invaders. Oree McKenzie pointed out that there is no age 
limit in the Invaders but they primarily want youth. They 
would like to have assistance from some high school teachers 
and adults to help then in some of tbeir training. McKenzie ** 
claimed tbe leadership in the Invaders would be fluid in tba| 
it jwould depend upon those who had the best ideas to be leaders 
at any given time, and that they want to break down, in addition 
to the self-defense group, into other units known as Black Afts, 
Black History and some form of business co-op which they can 'have 
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Source fifteen pointed out that there were also 
a few Negro girls present, identities not known. 

According to source 1 if teen, John B. Smith bragged 
that no one will ever know the ‘real leaders" as the "real 
leaders'* will stay in the background, lie claimed that this 
was the mistake that Dr. Hart in Luther King, Jr., had made 
by letting the world know that he was the leader of the 
SCLC and as a result he was shot. Smith also pointed out 
that the BOP and the Invaders hope to become recognized by 
Borne respectable group such as the SCLC, the NAACP, or the 
War on Poverty Committee in order to gam prestige and 
money, but that BOP will never subvert itself to any of 
these adult groups as BOP does not trust any of them. 

On April 30, 1968, Lieutenant E. II. Arkin advised 
that on April 25, 1968, three oi the Invaders group, Autry 
Norwood, also known as Arthur Norwood, who claimed to be the 
"Defense Minister" for the Invaders; Oree McKenzie; and 
Thomas Clark, address unknown, according to Detective R. H. 
Ferguson of the Community Relations Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, had in their possesion a drawing of a man 
holding up both arms in a black power manner and holding a 
knife in one, saying, "We shall over-run.'" This drawing 
also contained the statements, "lims is running out," and 
"Think black." This group, according to information furnished 
to Lieutenant Arkin by Detective Ferguson, met on April 25, 
1968, in the office of Dan Wilkinson of Wilkinson and Snowden, 
Inc., Peal Estate Company, Wilkinson being president of the 
Junior Chambers of Commerce. The meeting was set up by 
Jim Bowers of the Youth Guidance Commission and Detective 
R. H. FerguBon, in that the Invaders group wa6 attempting 
to get funded and to get support. At this meeting, Oree 
McKenzie identified himself as Executive Secretary of the 
Invaders; Thomas Clark Identified himseli as the Business 
Manager; and Arthur Norwood identified himself as the Defense 
Minister. All three said they wore 18 years of age. Oree 
McKenzie told the group that the Invaders was entirely a 
black power organization with about 15 white supporters. 
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McKenzie admitted that he would only use his 
funds to support black people and would not help any whites. 



Wilkinson told McKenzie' that the black power 
organization was considered militant and had a hard product to 
Fell and that its plans were vague, whereupon McKenzie claimed 
that his group would be called » Community Unification Program 
and that the money would be used to help keep kids off the 
street by providing them with recreation facilities. McKenzie 
stated the money would be used for materials, far transportation, 
and for office expenses. When Jim Bowers asked McKenzie 
aha t be thought of the existing poverty groups such as the 
Memphis Area Project - South (MtP-South) group, a subsidiary 
of the War on Poverty Committee, McKenzie claimed that MAP- 
South was no good, that it did not know what it was doing, 
and that it did not know how to organize. McKenzie was not 
Interested in attempting to raise any of his own funds and 
told Wilkinson that he expected someone to give them all 
of their money. McKenzie told Detective Ferguson that he 
and his group have not attempted to solicit any money from 
any of the Negro businessmen. 



According to Detective Ferguson, Wilkinson invited 
McKenzie and his group to come to the Youth Center at the 
Fairgrounds on Saturday, June 1, 1968, where some thirty 
business people were going to sat up a booth in order to 
obtain Jobs for young people; but McKenzie did not seem 
to be interested in any such program. Wilkinson even offered 
lor McKenzie or any of his group to come to a board meeting 
of the Junior Chamber of Commerce scheduled for the following 
Monday night at the Chisca Hotel . McKenzie did not seem to 
be interested in trying to present his program to such a 
body. 
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Mclft-nzie implored the businessman of the community to give 
thewn funds so they could set up a work program and help to 
train black youths. When Jim Bowers tried to explain that 
this was the same thing that Youth Guidance and other 
poverty groups were trying to do and that McKenzie and 
his group would be welcome to » srk with:lr> the existing 
group, McKenzie was not in teres* ad in this. 




BLA OK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) 



Detective Ferguson told Lieutenant Ark in that 
aiqpr the meeting Dan Wilkinson Agreed that McKenzie and \ 
hisgroup had nothing positive to offer and that Wilkinson ^ 
had even talked with David Caywood, white attorney, son-in- 
law of prominent Memphis attorney Lucius Burch and 
head of the American Civil Liberties Union and prominent 
in the Tennessee Council of Humm Relations, both organisa- 
tions having done much to help integrate and improve the 
lot ol the Negro, and that even Caywood had stated that 
although he had delended several ol the BOP people legally 
at various times in the past, Ctvwood had concluded that 
they were M nothing but militant*' 11 'and could not be trusted. 

On April 23, 1968, Jaw 9 Elmore Phillips volunteered 
to a representative of the FBI that Coby Vernon Smith, 2240 
Brown Street, Southwestern College student, a male Negro, 
who had been one of the original organizers of BOP in Memphis, 
was no longer formally connected with the BOP due to personal 
differences which he refused to discuss. Phillips did state, 
along with source one, that 1 ol lowing the March 28, 1968, 
riots, Cobylternon Smith was interv iewed by television media 
and later appeared on a nation*! television broadcast, at 
which time he stated that BOP would ’tear up the town." Both 
Phillips and source two advised tb.*t Smith had no authority 
to talk for BOP as he had no connection whatsoever with it. 



On April 23, 1968, source two stated that BOP is 
endeavoring to obtain a headquarters in an old seven to eight 
story building across the street from tbo Alonzo Locke 
School School on St, Paul Street in Memphis. 



On April 27, 1968, source eleven furnished a 3-page 
Mimeograph document entitled "Invaders" which he had obtained 
April 26, 1968, from self -admit ted BOP follower Hurley Gibson 
of 109 East Utah. Gibson who, According to source eleven, 
has been in and out ol the reform school and penitentiary 
for several years is temporarily crippled with cut leaders 
in one of his ieet which ho allegedly obtained while looting 
during the recent riots in Memphis. 



On April 29, 1968, sourer fifteen furnished a 
of the same document which has been reproduced in Xerox 
one| copy of which is set forth hereinafter as a part of 
communication. 



copy 

form 

this 
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:-. March 20?V&68 when racist lav: 

•*> so-called ‘‘civil disobedience. 
•.-. a non-v-lolent uarch.vas a 
...:ity that' resulted In' the tragic 



i.ie SprlflJ Offensive b* <■• • 

. forcemerit. forced black peer 
‘brilliant police retailor.' 
brutal , disgraceful at.ac-k cn r.. . 

s ^yjn; of an Innocent- black brother'. -•* •' • ••* •• • • 

In the white controlled n.v 's media", hcwevorvthere werfe.no 
I. ports of police brutality effective snipers.ar.d the burning of 
I'.iteyc ' places of business (pi?, t a th-tt literally take no -'Ay fr on 
lack people ) .but instead there were lies that everything |a3 un- 
Lr control. This was another attempt of the white power structure 
lo subvert ' ovr surugle for bine :: liberation. This was -to; name it 
seem as If our retaliation to- their’ oppression was to no avail. . 

White conspiracy destroys ’ one of our greatest leaders.Dr. 
Martin- Luther King, In an attempt to end the black nan'. s struggle 
toward equality, but Instead with his death the total bj.ack com- 
murd t- is beginning to ; realise the necessities of unlf ic* - Mon ana 
pcv.ur,-.;j.s:: POWER, the main theme of Br. King, ln ; the s-rtj'gle to- 
ward our God given rights. The death of King end his non-violent 
tactips must not end this struggle. "We must unite and -fight to 
i.venge .lng's death and achic-ve, not civil rights, but our God given 
rights of freedon and equality. . ' ” ' ‘ * 

The Invaders propose that to. win we must ..finite for power, , 
E7ACK PGVEH.to gain -What is ours as ‘human beings V Me also leave the 
Judgement of designating the winner, of the .Spring Of Tens iye^-up to 

..... * l * . * * f • 



you 



OFFENSIVE ASSESSMENT ' 



; • < *• 

. V‘ -T, $ 

• ' • * 



Bla^ck ,L-berati ; pn ; •• ; • ' * ♦ White Supremacy^ 

200 or more stores looted, 1* economical lost to white corn- 
burned .damaged or destroyed ’ .* munity •* . ‘ r * • 

9 cops sho.t -23 beater* •' 2 f - disgrace to white racist la.-.*? 

. • ; « - • \. . .. rxi * . .. .* . ’ 4 * enforcement *’ / . *; m ‘ / * 1 : 

2 black brothers t isiain'"’ s "3. shows true color of white sup- 

: V * i Tv'. - \ ‘ xera acy ! . "*• - J - ./ 

4. snipers damaged police' and * ,s " 1 ' ‘ *" ! ‘ * l *"'' rt . ' ' 

4. lost to white racist law en- 
forcement 

5. disgrace to America abroad 

a4& dttW 



1. 

2 . 

3 .' 



5 . 



National Guard veheclles 



ajor cities in nation burn- 
ing >. 



’.•/INNER J ; ; . M 1 1 I s 
The Invaders propose a 



‘t 



,;&>v 



•f 



loi : hot summer 1 1 Are you ready? 
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To deal with the precis: c. Tr.cii:" m our educational 
sysi--:.i w.:- must first J now the i’cf ‘ i.itic and composition of racism 
. tr?If* .is'. nu, incur case j lo dlacrioinauion because of color and 




•Uncle Tear* teachers and. principals . 

These pi:.ci„ces ara evident in t-.o type educational material 
that is forced upon us and called ”a K&+1 round education. B We are 
force ! to learn, by law(law.> which we . dicn* t make or have adequate 
represer cation at the 'making of sue n), about ichitey’r. hlstory.herit- 
. snd culture which seeks to destroy tho black-. man as a whole. The his- 
tory that is forced upon us shows hatred and misuse of blacks throu- 
gh t -orders , slainings and slavery. Whltey’s heritage is forced upon 
us to makes v.s feel inferior and think that we have none of our own 
to be proud of. Finally ,his most potent trick is to force his culture 
upon us , which seeks -to make .us believe that .in odor to be equal you 
rvst deny your black cultural heritage and try to bo white (Integra-, 
cion). • • • • <■ - • • •-. .v--u^h '■ •• 

The latest evidence of ‘racism 6hO'.m 'oy :> our" board of education 
is the outlawing of high school proms. You end I both know the reason 
for this. They don't want "good timing- niggers'* associating - ith 
whites at social functions. T-.e Invaders say thee there is no law 
that can s cop a,, group . of students pooling money and giving themselves 
a prom , as they have always done anyway. The beautiful thing about 
it is if they do, it can be a fora of shaking off white oppression 
and showing black awareness. They don't need .forma Is , this ,1s not a 
black thing anyway, why not come in regular ‘tribal dress, but of coures 
_• if 2'OU want to be white ..or an ‘‘‘uncle tow* then. .wear ..formal clothing, 
but wouldn't it be hip to , e-e yourself as you really are? If you as 
an individual dig this proposal. .then .organize, your.. people and see 
what happens., .. *\*s ,‘l : V :• -~V * ‘ ’ 
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B oth sources eleven and 1 if teen I 

pointed out that there is no doul 

in their respective minds that the BOP group and the Invaders 
definitely want an opportunity to create violence in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and are imbued with a bitter hatred 
of the white ra«e and the white power structure and that, 
despite any promises they offer to any Federal agencies 
or city or state agencies for funding or any promises 
they make to any church groups, they definitely cannot be 
trusted. These sources, both ol whom are young in age, 
pointed out that actually the BOP group and none of itB 
auxiliaries have any control whatsoever over the Negro youths 
in the city of Memphis* They pointed out that there are 
probably close to 90,000 youths among the Negro race in 
Memphis; that Negroes now comprise approximately 52 per 
cent of the high school population in Memphis; and that no 
one or no one group can even conceivably begin to speak 
for a small fraction of this youth group. They stated 
that in their opinion BOP is merely engaging in a form 
of blackmail by attempting to scares the black and white 
power structure into feeling that they control Negro youths 
in Memphis with the promise of keeping the Negro youths 
quiet provided they are furnished the necessary funds. 

Both of these sources pointed out that there are ample 
organizations in Memphis, both Federal and local, plus 
private organizations which are willing to help provide 
jobs and recreation for Negro youths, if the Negro youths 
will merely take advantage of the opportunities offered. 

They 6tated that the big problem is not that of material 
resources, but of individual motivation on the part of the 
Individual who claims that he wants to be helped. 

As an assistance in locating information set out 
hereinbefore, an Index of names .is attached hereto as a 
part of this communication. 




-81- 



I* 

i 



d 



Q 



r\ 






BLACK -ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) 



The following Is an article which appeared on page 
5 ot the April, 1968, issue of the "Southern Patriot," offic: 
publication of the SCEF: 

"DR. KING AND THE MILITANTS 

"Following are excerpts Iron interviews Bob Analavage 
had with black Memphis students bclore Dr. King was assassinated, 
They spoke to him three days alter the first march led by 
Dr. King ended in violence. It is important to listen to 
what they have to say if one is to understand their alienation 
from King, and their rejection of nonviolent direct action 
in Memphis. 

'These students are members of the Black Organizing 
Project (BOP), which has organised several cadres in the com- 
munity and on campus along lines similar to those called for by 
SNCC and the Black Panther Party, whom they consider their 
all ies . 



•"The-local black leaders do not see the maturity of 
the human rights struggle in this country. They are conducting 
an old-time civil rights campaign and it can’t meet the needs 
and problems of the black community.' 

"’You had violence on the march because King didn’t 
understand the situation here. He assumed the movement here 
was led by the ministers. It wasn’t. The young people here 
have reached a political consciousness that those ministers 
do not understand or control,' 

’"They (the ministers) did not bring us into any of 
the planning. They shut us oil Jrom the rest of the community. 
They even told the strikers not to have anything to do with us... 
Those students that "rioted"— if you want to use that term— 
were merely calling attention to their existence, saying "we're 
here and you’re going to have to deal with us."' 
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King can use the old people and the ones that 



hav% been following the minister!? since *54. But he can’t 1 
control the young. We are quite capable ol leading ourselves.^ 
A s for nonviolence — that died In Newark and Detroit.* 



We difler on tactics. We are not yet together on how we can 
gain liberation in this country.* 



Soul Force. But any time you cnll lor a mass mobilization of 
black people in a show of force like King is doing, he is 
calling for black power.* 

"•If King thinks his vie** are the prevailing ones, 
he is in for a rude awakening.' 



the Memphis campaign, denied that the students were barred from 
any meetings. 'I invited them to come to the planning sessions. 
They came and behaved like John Bircheru. They refused to have 
any agenda. They relused to discuss any of the day-to-day 
problems ol a sustained struggle, like where do you get money, 
how do you feed people? 



discussions. They spoke at some meetings and criticized 
the leaders and to me it 6eemed they wanted to destroy the 
unity in our community. If this is revolutionary thought, I 
want nothing to do with it.* 



violence. "All young people have to do is watch television 
to learn all they want about violence. And there is the war 
in Vietnam, that can teach anybody about violence.*" 



• • ■ 



We have unity with Kin* in terms of attitude. 



King believes in black power, only he calls it 



• * • 



•The Rev. James L, Lawson, the local minister leading 



All they were interested in uas having ideological 



,f Rev . Lawson does not blame the students for the 
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NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly Referred to as 
The Muslim Cult of Islam, also known as 
Muhammad’s Temples of Islam 



In January, 1957, a source advised Elijah Muhammad 
has described his organization on a nationwide basis as 
the "Nation of Islam" and "Muhammad's Temples of Islam." 

On May 5, 1967, a second source advised Elijah 
Muhammad is the National leader oi the Nation of Islam 
(NOI); Muhammad's Temple of Islam No, 2, 5335 South Greenwood 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, is the national headquarters of the 
NOI; and in mid-1960 Muhammad and other NOI officials, when 
referring to Muhammad's organization on a nationwide basis, 
commenced using either "Mosque" or 'Temple" when mentioning 
one of "Muhammad's Temples of Islam." 

The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was 
originally organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan, Muhammad 
claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to 
lead the Bo-called Negro race out of slavery in the wilderness 
of North America by establishing an independent black nation in 
the United States. Members following Muhammad's teachings 
Bnd his interpretation of the "Koran" believe there is no such 
thing as a Negro; the so-called Negroes are slaves of the 
white race, referred to as "white devils," in the United States; 
and the white race, because of its exploitation of the so-called 
Negroes, must and will be destroyed in the approaching "war of 
Armageddon. " 

In the past, officials and members of the NOI, 

Including Muhammad, have refused to register under the pro- 
visions of the Selective Service Acts and have declared that 
members owe no allegiance to the United States, 

On May 5, 1958, the first source advised Muhammad 
had, upon advice of counsel, tempered his personal state- 
ments and instructions to his ministers concerning the principles 
oi his organization in order to avoid possible prosecution by 
the United States Government; however, he did not indicate anyy 
fundamental changes in the teachings of his organization. 
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NATION OF ISLAM 

On May 2, 1966, a third source advised Muhammad 
had, in early July, 1968, decided to de-empha6ize the 
religious aspects oi the teachings of Islam and to stress 
the economic benefits to be derived by those Negroes who 
joined the NOI. This policy change, according to Muhammad, 
would help him acquire additional followers and create more 
interest in his programs. 
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CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND^ 



INC. (SCEF) 



( 



The Southern Conference lor Human Welfare (SCHW) 
was felted as a Communist front by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, House Report 592, June 12, 1947. 

In the same House report, 'Tho Southern Patriot" was cited 
as an "organ" oi the SCHW, 

An amendment to the charter of the SCHW dated 
April 26, 1946, changed its name to the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Incorporated (SC'KF), and stated its purpose 
to be to improve the educational and cultural standards 
of the Southern people in accordance with the highest 
American democratic institutions, traditions and ideals. 

The masthead of the April, 1967, issue of 
'The Southern Patriot" indicates that it is the publication 
ol SCEF, editorial and business oil ices of which are 
located at 3210 West Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky, 
eastern office of which is located at Suite 412, 799 
Broadway, New York City, New York. 'The Southern Patriot" 
is published once each month, except July. The SCEF is 
stated to be dedicated to ending discrimination based on 
race, creed, color, sex, national origin or economic condition. 

Carl Braden is identified as Executive Director 
of SCEF and Anne Braden as editor of 'The Southern Patriot." 

Mrs. Alberta Ahearn, 2311 Payne Street, Louisville, 
Kentucky, a self-admitted lormer member of the Communist 
Party (CP), Louisville, Kentucky, testified on December 11, 
and 13, 1954, in Jefferson County, Kentucky, Criminal Court 
in a state sedition prosecution against Carl James Braden. 

She Identified Carl Braden and his wife Anne McCarty Braden 
as having been known to her as members of the CP from 
January, 1951, to December, 1954. 

The SCEF is self -described as hnving deep roots 
in the South where it began as the educational wing of the 
SCHW, organized in 1938 to work for economic and political 
reform. When the SCHW disbanded in the late 1940's, SCEF 
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SOujilERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FU ND, INC. (continued) : 

continued as an Independent organisation, rallying support 
lor integration and democracy and helping to stimulate 
and nurture Dee movements of the early 1960's. The SCEF 
maintained headquarter*, in Louisian* lor twenty years, but 
in 1966 moved its headquarters to Louisville, Kentucky. 

A source advised on U#rch 2, 1961, that Claude 
Lightloot, a Communist Party functionary, stated at a 
meeting of the Communist Party In Baltimore, Maryland, on 
February 25, 1961, that the Communist Party is not connected 
with any progressive movement but indirectly they do have 
some influence in the SCEF. 

A second source, who is familiar with some phases 
of Communist Party activity in the Now Orleans area, advised 
on June 3, 1966, that during the time that the SCHW was in 
existence, members of the Communist Party wore members of 
and worked actively in the SCfiW ; however, since the formation 
of the SCEF, Communist Party members have not been encouraged 
to work in the SCEF. The source stated that the SCEF is 
ft progressive, liberal organization which he considers a 
Communist Party front organization because it has gone along 
with the Communist Party on certain issues, particularly on 
the racial issues. 

A third source advised on May 25, 1965, that 
George Meyers, a Communist Party iunctionary, expressed 
great admiration for Carl and Anne Braden and the SCEF, 
with which they are affiliated, and expressed the view 
that the SCEF is the best organisation in the South as far 
as doing effective work is concerned and that they have a 
better idea of what they are doing, where they are heading, 
and influence other organizations for the better. 

The second source also advised on June 3, 1966, 
that many people who are officials and supporters of the 
SCEF, while liberal in their views, are by no means Communists. 
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DU BO IS CLUBS OF AMERICA (DCA) 



A source advised that on October 26-27, 1963, a 
conference of members of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), 
including national functionaries, met in Chicago, Illinois, for 
the purpose of setting in motion forces for the establishment 
of a new national Marx 1st -oriented youth organization which 
mould hunt for the most peaceful transition to socialism. 

The delegates mere told that it mould be reasonable to assume 
that the young socialists attracted into this nem organization 
mould eventually pass into the CP itself. 

A second source has advised that the founding 
convention for the nem youth organization mas held from 
June 19-21, 1964, at 150 Golden cate Avenue, San Francisco, 
California, at which time the name W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of 
America (DCA) was adopted. Approximately 500 delegates from 
throughout the United States attendod this convention. 

The second source advised in September, 1966, that 
Mike Zagarell, CPUSA Youth Director, stated that in Negro 
communities the Party still supported the plan to build "left" 
socialist centers and to solidify the Party base through the 
DCA, This source also advised in September, 1966, that Daniel 
Rubin, CPUSA National Organizational Secretary, stated the 
Party believes the DCA should have a working class-outlook and 
a mass organization favorable to socialism, socialist countries 
and Marxism, and in April, 1967, advised that Gus Hall, CPUSA, 
General Secretary, indicated the DCA primary emphasis should 
be on developing mass resistance to the draft. 

A third source advised in September, 1967, that Jarvis 
Tyner was elected Chairman of the DCA on September 10, 1967, 
at the Third National Convention of the DCA held in New York, 

Nem York, from September 8-10, 1967. 

A fourth source advised during August, 1967, that 
Jarvis Tyner is a member of the National Committee of the CPUSA. 

A fifth source advised on September 21, 1967, that 
the headquarters of the DCA is located at 34 West 17th Street, 
New York, New York. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OT INVESTIGATION 

Memphis , Tennessee *‘ t - 
lliy 6, 1968 



Title; 
Character; 
Reference ; 



BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) 



RACIAL MATTERS 



Memorandum prepared at Memphis, 
Tennessee, dated and captioned as 
above. 



All sources (except any listed belo*) those identities 
are concealed in rc/eronred communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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